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Hdifariat, 


Tue New England Magazine for 
December tells the story of the John 
Brown song, with a fac simile of the 
first and second copies printed, also a 
study of the mother of Washington, by 
Edwin D. Mead. 


Tue Pall Mall Budget for Decem- 
ber 19th is a Browning memorial num- 
_ ber, containing much interesting matter, 

with several portraits which it might 
have been well to have omitted, cer- 
tainly some of them. 


It is generally known around the 
Unity office, as it doubtless is by the 
Uniry reader, that the great painting 
of the “ Sower,” the original of which 
belongs to the Quincy A. Shaw collec- 
tion of Boston, was painted by the 
French peasant painter Millet, and not 
by the English artist Millais, although 
the type in our last week’s issue stum- 
bled into the not unusual confusion. 


Ir is pleasant to remember that ’mid 
the distractions of the holidays, there 
were those found in Chi¢gago who 
made time to study the great dramatic 
poet of the world. The old year went 
out with the strains of Shakespeare 
mingling with the carols of Christmas. 
The Shakespeare school has just closed 
a successful session. Commissioner W. 
T. Harris, of Washington; Prof. David- 
son and Denton J. Snyder, were the 
eentral powers, and did what might be 
called the expert work of the conven- 
tion, Prof. Swing, Dr. Lorimer, Rev. 


Mr. Gunsaulus, and Mrs. Woolley were 
among the contributors. Mrs.W oolley’s 
paper on “ The Intellectual Element in 
Shakespeare,” which was the only pa- 
per the writer of this note was privr 
leged to hear, was one of real discrimi- 
nation, penetration and eloquence. We 
heartily commend it to the Unity Club 
workers or any other companies that 
are desirous of listening to: a thought 
provoking and life helping lecture. 


Cuicaco has just witnessed what is 
claimed to be the most successful opera 
season ever known; the immense pro- 
portion and at’ the same time exceed- 
ingly satisfactory architectural effects 
have enabled them to draw unparallelled 
audiences. During the twenty-one per- 
formances it is estimated that over one 
hundred thousand people have been in 
attendance. Upward of six thousand 
were present to listen to Patti’s fare- 
well singing at the last Saturday mati- 
nee. Will the time come when such a 
potent art as the Opera will break 
through the tyranny of down and 
diamonds and reach down into the 
grime and filth of poverty? Not until 
then can it become the real handmaid 
of religion and help baptize men with 
a sense of their common humanity. 


WE learn from the funeral discourse 
by Mr. Salter, printed in the Ofen 
Court, that Mr. Ernst Prussing, re- 
cently deceased, and one of the origizial 
members of the Chicago Society for 
Ethical Culture, was while still a uni- 
versity student in the Fatherland one 
of a company of young volunteers who 
swore fidelity to the revolutionary prin- 
ciples of 1848, that for this he was 
compelled to leave the old world for 
the new. He came directly to Chicago 
in the early days of ’49. Here also he 
espoused the cause of freedom, enroll- 
ing himself among the abolitionists. 
In politics and on the board of educa- 
tion he stood for the broadest liberty 
and culture. Mr. Prussing was an ad- 
vocate of cremation, and his own re- 
mains were disposed of in that manner. 


Tue /nterior is true to the Calvin- 
istic tradition, and just as false to the 
Unitarian tradition in separating, if not 
finding a conflict between, religion and 
morality. The old orthodoxy found in 
morality an enemy of religion. It dis- 
placed it, or was made a substitute for 
it, and so perilled the salvation of the 
soul. This journal commenting on the 
Cronin murder says, that the extremes 
of “religion” and rascality have 
a natural tendency to meet. It is not 
often in this country that a hardened 
criminal is very religious. It is, how- 
ever, quité comm on‘ among Latin 
Catholics and the Mohammedans.” 
“The most unconscionable liar and 
rascal out of prison whom we ever 
knew was a man of effusive piety.” 
Now for ourselves we refuse to sur- 
render the words religion to any use 
which takes out of it the element of 
conscience, the sense of ought, the 
relationship of moral obligation. Relig- 
ion has never yet been successfully 
separated from duty; and where «it 
has been attempted and religion pro- 
fessedly raised tosome place above duty, 
it has usually been found so much 
easier to be “religious” than moral, 
that while piety increased virtue de- 
clined in the same proportion. 


Last week witnessed another unique 
exhibit in Chicago. For two days 
Central Music Hall was thronged with 
enthusiastic Britons of the true primi- 
tive stock, who came to revive the old 
bardic contests of ancient Britain and 


ence. 
‘the Professor spoke in the Young Peo- 


the “ Lzsteddfodd” was established in 
Chicago with considerable pomp and 
decided success. The exercises were 
mostly conducted in English but it as- 
sumed a bilingual audience and the ad- 
dress frequently dropped into Welsh. 
The music that inspired the most en- 
thusiasm was of course that of the 
Cambrian bard and people. The daily 
papers had their jokes at the long words 
but still they were so hospitable that it 
is evident that Chicago thinks kindly of 
its Welsh constituency, and next year 


will welcome again its Welsh guests: 


with added interest. 


LATEST educational’ reports from 
Boston show that city to be far behind 
many newer communities in the impor- 
tant matter of discipline. New York 
and Chicago have abolished corporal 
punishment in the public schools, but 
Boston has not yet found a better way 
than that prescribed by Solomon to cor- 
rect the unruly. According toa note 
on this subject in the Christian Regis- 
ter, the number of such cases during 
the last year reached 18,000, which our 
excellent contemporary mildy _pro- 
nounces “excessive.” It is encouraging 
to note, however, that a minority re- 
port was submitted on this subject, de- 
nouncing forcible methods of punish- 
ment, and that the superintendent of 
schools has asked for a reform. 


Dr. E. G.. Hrrscnu was subjected to 
an interview during the recent Christ- 
mas season, and asked to define the 
liberal Jew’s views with regard to the 
nature and mission of Jesus and our 
great religious festival. These views, 
as our readers know, are not very dif- 
ferent from those held by advanced 
Unitarians. The learned rabbi rejects 
the doctrines of the immaculate concep- 
tion and the atonement on the same 
rationalistic grounds defended in the 
preaching of men like Mr. Savage and 
Mr. Simmons; but we confess ourselves 
a little startled at the warmth of the 
protest against the continued abuse and 
misunderstanding among Christians of 
our Jewish neighbors and fellow citi- 
zens. If Jesus were alive to-day he 
would not recognize the current Chris- 
tianity, says Dr. Hirsch. “His great 
doctrine of love is honored more by the 
Jews than the Christian. The hatred 
of the Christians for the Jews is the 
most unreasonable and abominable vio- 
ation of the spirit of Christ imaginable. 
I believe the Jews of Chicago are 
more completely ostracised than the 
anarchists or Clan-na-Gael.” 


Ir is very gratifying to be able to re- 
cord the continued success of the Chi- 
cago Institute course of lectures on the 
testimony of science to evolution. The 
fourth lecture was given last Friday by 
Prof. Winchell, of Ann Arbor, on the 
“Paleological Evidences of Evolu- 
tion.” He was introduced by Mr. 
Head, the President of the Institute, 
and spoke for nearly two hours without 
notes, in a way to show that he was a 
thorough master of his subject and to 
greatly edify a very intelligent audi- 
The next morning at 10 o’clock, 


ple’s lecture course at All Souls Church 
on the “ Drama of Extinct Life” to.a 
goodly audience of boys and girls that 
will never forget it. While our English 
pipers are saying much about “ Univer- 
sity extension,” this is University exten- 
sion of a most practical kind. We know 
of a worthy college that on a recent 
Friday evening had five members of 
its faculty out expounding their several 
specialties to popular audiences. If our 
Cheirches and Unity Clubs would do 


all they can to join hands with our col- 
lege Professors in their attempt to pop- 
ularize knowledge, much might be ac- 
complished in this direction. Before 
this can be done our pulpits must cease 
to sneer at or ignore the principle of evo- 
lution, which is not only the key to the 
past but must become the watchword 
of the future. By it is yesterday to be 
studied and under it are the battles of 
tomorrow to be fought. The next lec- 
ture in the science course is to be de- 
livered by the Prof. W. K. Brooks, of 
the Johns Hopkins University, his sub- 
ject being. “The Embryology and 
Evolution,” and is to be delivered Jan- 


uary 17th. 


Rev. J. H. Crooker, in his new 
book, entitled “* Problems in American 
Society,” and recently noticed in our 
literary columns, has the following 
word of needed caution on modern 
charitable relief. “A very grave re- 
sponsibility rests upon the distributor 


1of charity, for by his alms he ma 


so break down self-respect and self- 
exertion that people who only needed 
a little aid or a little encouragement 
will be degraded into perpetual pauper- 
ism.” After speaking a word of com- 
mendation for the scientific methods 
underlying the associated charities 
movement, he adds that without care 
on our part the universal praise and 
large expectation to which this system 
gives rise will change to censure and 
disappointment, for there is danger 
that with a good method in our pos- 
session we may fall into the error of 
thinking it will run itself, whereas it 
requires a careful selection of intelli- 
gent and experienced men and women 
to carry it into successful effect. “ The 
elaborate machinery of district visitors, 
printed regulations and central registra- 
tion will not solve the problem of pau- 
perism. The results of organized 
charity can rise no higher than the 
skill and zeal and fidelity of those 
charged with the care of those mo- 
mentous interests.” 


THE CONTRIBUTION OF 1889. 


The year gone has scarcely been 
marked by any startling discovery or 
remarkable contribution in the world 
of science or of. letters. The greater 
than Edison has not yet come to outdo 
the telephone and the phonograph. 
The leaders of science have been dili- 
gently at work with lens and solvents, 
in field and laboratory, enlarging, con- 
firming, applying the principles of evo- 
lution, but not adding any great discov- 
ery or startling perplexity. What is 
true of science is also true of literature; 
no great poem or pre-eminent novel 
makes the year memorable. The mas- 
tcr poets and major novelists that have 
been passing quietly out of life during 
the last twenty years have as yet no 
recognized successors. Tennyson and 
Browning did indeed give us each a 
volume, the last, alas, the dying song of 
one who like the fabled swan went 
placidly to his death with a melodious 
chantipon his lips. 

But the above facts do not prove a 
year of intellectual apathy. The book- 
makers were never more busy and they 
have turned out many books to be cov- 
eted. Last year the final volume of 
the ninth edition of the Encyclopedia 
Brittannica reached the subscribers in 
this country. This is a.triumph than 
which there is none greater in English 
print. Perhaps as much accumulated 
learning can be found in no other place 
for the same amount of money. The 
last four of the ten volumes of the Sted- 
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man-Hutchinson “ Library of» Ameri- 
can Literature,” appeared last year, a 
work which appeals to the lover of let- 
ters as well as to the lovers of America. 
The earlier parts of the great Century 
Dictionary, upon which a large force of 
scholars has been at work for the last 
six years, have appeared. When com- 
pleted it will long stand not only as a 
monument to the enterprise of Ameri- 
can publishers and American scholar- 
ship but as an interpreter of the world- 
conquering English language. John 
Fiske has given us another volume. A 
second volume of Renan’s “ History of 
the People of Israel” has appeared, and 
the closing volumes of Garrison’s life 
by his sons, which now forms perhaps 
the best history of that splendid move- 
ment of the human conscience and blos- 
soming of the Christian spirit, known 
as the anti-slavery reform. Of the 
many books of sermons and _ lectures 
which with scarcely an exception are 
books for the day, the most noteworthy 
from our standpoint is the one entitled 
“ Ethical Religion,” by William Salter. 
The zeal for truth and passion for jus- 
tice displayed in this book allies the au- 
thor to the prophets of old. To read 
these pages is to realize that now as in 
the times of Isaiah and Jeremiah, right- 
eousness is the everlasting word of re- 
ligion, justice is the inspiration of the 
devout. E. P. Powell’s book entitled 
“ Liberty and Life,” is also a book for the 
thoughtful, who is seeking foundations 
to his religion in science and experience. 

To turn from books to events, three 
things. already alluded to in these col- 
umns mark the trend of events. The 
unveiling of the Giordano Bruno statue, 
the Pan-American council and _ the 
bloodless revolution in Brazil indicate 
the time that is coming when. arbitrary 
crowns and arbitrary priests will be 
studied as fossils are, curious relics of 
cruder ages, and when all countries 
will discover their community of in- 
terests and find pacific measures for 
settling disputes. The most serious 
thinking of the year in this country 
might be symbolized by two meetings, 


“one that of the Presbyterian Assembly 


at New York, where the prominent di- 
vines of that conservative body dis- 
claimed their Calvinism 2nd pleaded for 
a revision of their creeds; the other 
a meeting of a Nationalist Club in 
Boston, where people cradled in luxury 
and saturated with wealth discussed 
Bellamy’s book. Never mind the de- 
tails of these discussions, or the merits of 
the provisional questions, they indicate 
that we are moving towards the time 
when he will be irreligious, and so 
stamped by public sentiment, who shall 
attempt to put a thought limit to his 
religious sympathies or a _ doctrinal 
fence around the Church of the living 
God or the blessed Christ, and that we 
are tending towards a time when wealth 
will be more evenly distributed, when 
the tyrannical combinations of capital 
will be broken by the greater com- 
binations of justice and love; when un- 
scrupulous wealth will be a reproach 
and millionaire who handles his acqui- 
sitions in any other spirit than that of a 
trustee to posterity will be distrusted 
and despised as acriminal. These dis- 
cussions concerning capital and labor 
are to goon further until no laboring 


-man can plead poverty as an excuse for 


his brutality at home or inebriety on the 
street. However low his lot, society 
will demand of him that he drink water, 
not whisky, that he give his wife 
kisses, not blows, that he treat his child- 
ren as a gentleman, not as a brute; and 
that he wash his face at least twice a 
day and blacks his boots and change 
his shirt at least once a week. With 
these encouragements from the last 
year, we go forward into the next to 
work on these lines indicated. 


“PHILOSOPHY isthe account which the 
human mind gives to itself of the con- 
stitution of the world.”—A merson. 


EMERSON remained my “ master” 
while he lived.—Louzsa May Alcott. 


“Our Messiah is not a person but a 
condition,” says Dr. Hirsch. 


EVOLUTION IN THE OHUROH. 


“ The Continuous Creation,” recent- 
ly published by Houghton, Mifflin & 
Co., has already been noticed with much 
praise in the pages of Unity; but de- 
serves further attention; not only for 
its own merits, but as an evidence of 
the changing thought of the Church. 
Its author, Rev. Myron Adams, is a 


Congregational minister, who was also 


a classmate of the present writer ina 
Presbyterian theological seminary, and 
regarded the infallibility of the Bible 
as the first axiom of religion. Yet he 
now makes no secret of the fact that 
that doctrine is abandoned. He says, 
*“— look upon the Scriptures as the 
source of great light,—but there are 
spots on the sun; ”’—and he tells how a 
Christian “ must recoil” from a writing 
like the 1ogth Psalm. He treats the 
Bible simply as “the record of the evo- 
lution of the highest religion of man- 
kind;”—and says that it “chronicles 
the growth and advance of mind and 
moral character.” He calls it, not a 
book, but a library containing not only 
history and religion, but tradition and 
legend, and with authors whose minds 
range from the primitive to the mature. 
Speaking of the bad effects of the doc- 
trine of infallibility in making some 
foolishly bow down to and others 
falsely abuse the Bible,—he says: * The 
result of such a theory of inspiration, 
on the one hand, is idolatry, and on the 
other, infidelity. This theory of an 
infallible book is more destructive of 
the book itself than any other which 
could be devised.” And all this Mr. 
Adams writes as a Congregational 
minister, and even dedicates his book to 
a Congregational church. So well 
does the work indicate and aid the ad- 
vance of a broader thought in the 
church. 

Another significant feature of the 
book is its complete acceptance’ of the 
doctrine of evolution. It is interesting 
in this connection to turn back to the 
reviews. and notices of Darwin’s 
“‘ Origin of Species,” which were filling 
the periodicals only thirty years ago. 
Mr. Darwin’s scientific reputation made 


the great Reviews courteous;—but all | 


were skeptical,—and behind the courte- 
sy we see the smile and sometimes the 
sneer. The Vorth British Review 
“roundly denounced the book as 
atheistical,” says Prof. Gray. He too, 
our leading American naturalist, was 
full of doubt, as we see in his articles in 
the Atlantic Monthly of 1860. The 
North American Review was polite 
and fair,—but virtually bade the theory 
good bye in the name of religion. 
While the Quarterly Review, after 
lauding Mr. Darwin’s learning and 
ability, regretted that he *“* has wandered 
from the broad highway of nature’s 
works, into the jungle of fanciful as- 
sumption,’—and trusted that with the 
help of Lyell and his brethren, “ this 
flimsy speculation may be as complete- 
ly put down,” etc., etc. in the peri- 
odicals of a lower grade, the words 
were far more severe. The religious 
papers generally treated Mr. Darwin as 
an atheist, the secular papers as almost 
an idiot;—and for years, pulpit, press 
and people seldom®* alluded to his name 
without some degree of abuse or 
ridicule. 

But little by little the tone softened. 
Scientists were already disposed to be- 
lieve in evolution, and welcomed the 
new array of evidence,—only question- 
ing whether Darwin’s theory of natural 
selection would account for it. Prof. 
Gray, at length, fully admitted evolu- 
tion. Agassiz held out in his opposi- 
tion,—but most of his disciples and his 
own son afterward adopted it. English 
scientists were still more hospitable. 
The great Lyell did not rise to “ put 
down ” the “ flimsy speculation,” as the 
Review hoped,—but accepted it him- 
self;—and after having, through nine 
editions of his famous Geology, argued 
against the development theory, dued 
for it in the tenth, and with rare candor 
and much labor revised the work and 
taught the theory of natural selection. 
Such conversions became very common. 


tion of the “ Origin of Species,” the 
Westminster Review informed its 
readers that “among the leading botan- 


the very first are firm Darwinians.” On 
the continent converts were still more 
common. . France, influenced by the 
authority of Cuvier, was slow to accept 
the new doctrine;—but elsewhere, and 
especially in Germany it spread fast. 
Prof. Geikie, at a congress of eight 
hundred German naturalists and phy- 
sicians at Innspruch, wrote of “ the uni- 
versal sway which the writings of Dar- 
win now exercise over the German 
mind;” and how it was said to him, 
while “ you are still discussing in En- 
gland whether the theory can be true, 
—his theory is now our common start- 
ing point.” .So rapid was the accept- 
ance of the doctrine that in the same 
North American Review where a 
Harvard professor had written sneer- 
ingly of it in 1860,—another Harvard 
professor wrote in 1877 that the theory 
of natural selection “* has already wona 
complete and overwhelming victory; 
one could count on one’s fingers the 
number of eminent naturalists who still 
decline to accept it;” and the article 
concludes: “Thus within a score of 
years of its first announcement, the dar- 
ing hypothesis of Mr. Darwin may 
fairly claim to be regarded as one of 
the established truths of science.” 
Since that time, whatever doubts may 
remain concerning Darwin’s special 
theory of natural selection, the general 
doctrine of evolution has grown popu- 
lar, and is widely held among the peo- 
ple everywhere to-day. 

Mr. Adams’ book is a happy illustra- 
tion of its profession among preachers. 
He says: “ The scientific people have 
come to practical concord upon the sub- 
ject’ of evolution;—about ninety-nine 
one-hundredths of them, as is now esti- 
mated, are evolutionists.” He says 
elsewhere: “If I am asked what the 
church will do with the new philosophy, 
I answer unhesitatingly that it will ac- 
cept it.” He predicts that “ before 
long it will be found impossible to 
think clearly in any other way ” than 
“under the principle of evolution.” 
He does not fear that the new thought 
isin any danger of harming religion; 
and says: “ To the Christian theist I 
cannot see how the theory of evolution 
can be other than a constant and in- 
creasing delight.” We welcome his 
book as an able effort to make the 
Church see that scientific thought is 
more religious than theological thought 
was. Its author may not quite agree 
with us in his ideas of Christianity; but 
in his thought too, Christianity is a re- 
sult of evolution, and is to be broadened 
still more by evolution. Claude Bernard 
predicted the day when physiology, 
poetry and philosophy would all use 
the same language and understand each 
other; and this book will help to bring 
the day when all science and religion 
will do the same. Mr. Adams some 
years ago proved his honesty and cour- 
age, and made quite a stir in church 
circles, by denying the current doctrines 
of future punishment. His present 
declaration of a still more radical 
thought will probably find the church 
more ready to receive it; but deserves 
the same thanks from UNIry and from 
all people who are working for the 
religion of unity. H. M. &. 


Ir has been asserted that the ‘Sermon 
on the Mount’ and the‘ Lord’s Prayer 
furnish a summary and condensed view 
of the essentials of the teaching of 
Jesus of Nazareth, set forth by him- 
self. Now, this supposed Summa of 
Nazarene, theology distinctly affirms 
the existence of a spiritual world, of a 
heaven, and of a hell of fire; it teaches 
the fatherhood of God and the maligni- 
ty of the devil; it declares the superin- 
tending providence of the former and 
our need of deliverance from the mach- 
inations of the latter; it affirms the fact 
of demoniac possession and the power 
of casting out devils by the faithful.— 
Prof. 7. H. Huxley. 


“ Love is the Holy Ghost within; 
Hate the unpardonable sin.” 


—Longfellow. 


ists and geologists in England, many of: 
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TWO BROTHERS. 


I have two brothers. One, whose name is 
Sleep, 

Comes every night and leads me by the hand, 

Down stairs of darkness, to a quiet land 

Where stars their tender vigils keep ;: 

And all the cares of day, that fret or bless, 

Are lost in slumber’s sweet forgetfulness. 


I walk in faith. I am soglad to go; 
With him is never fear or least dismay. 
Slowly the spirit slips the senses, sway, 
And sinks into that silent realm below; 
Still held within the strong eternal arms 
That guard against the busy day’s alarms. 


The other stands apart with shrouded face; 
But though he never yet has reached his hand, 
He wears that look of gentle dread command, 
I know I must obey. Each day’s swift pace 
Brings him into still nearer clearer, view ; 
And now I know he is my brother too. » 


For once I was afraid. To-day I trust 
With faith unlessened by a single fear 
To take his hand when bid. needful and dear 
As any older friend’s; whose guidance just 
Can lead, so must we ever hope and pray, 
But to the wakening of another day. 

CELIA PARKER WOOLLEY. 


MYSTERY.* 

It is said. that feeling is the great 
birth-pool of worship, that mystery is 
the parent of religion. In olden time 
men looked upon the universe as one 
mysterious whole. They worshipped 
the maker of the heavens and earth. 
Some may think that knowledge has 
destroyed this mystery. But nay! In- 
stead of man standing and gazing upon 
the earth and sky, his heart palpitating 
with reverence because of so great mys- 
tery, he now stands and gazes into the 
flower and exclaims: ‘lf I but knew 
all of thee. I should know God.” He 
knows its parts. He recognizes its 
leaves, petals, pistil, and pollen. He 
scents its odor. He can analyze it and 
tell just of what it is composed. Yet 
beneath it all he sees the mysterious! 
What makes it take such _ beautiful 
shape? What gave it such delicate 
tint?. Whence such fragrance? Though 
he can analyze it he cannot make it. 
There is the mystery of life; and though 
he knows its order and species, its form 
and parts, its perfume and color, yet he 
holds the little, beautiful thing in his 
hand and, being thrilled with a mys- 
terious sense, he feels that there is 
something in that little flower like his 
own soul, and his eyes of faith turn to 
seek its maker. As the ancient Aztecs 
looked upon the growing maize and 
called it Deity, so men now look upon 
growing fields and forests, and instead 
of calling them Gods they look through 
the known into the unknown and mys- 
terious and there find Deity. 

Science has not only made greater 
mystery, and therefore greater worship 
from the already mysterious, but it has 
also opened up new sources of mystery. 
The modern scientist looks into the 
known world and delves into the un- 
known. Far beneath the earth’s sur- 
face the geologist finds rocks formed in 
distant ages, and upon these rocks he 
finds the marks of previous life. The 
shells of water animals have become 
stone. The footprints of birds are the 
footprints of time wherefrom he reads 
the history of life. The petrified forms 
of animals reveal the mystery of ages 
past. 

And when man finds beneath the 
earth or in long decayed tombs the 
remains of men who lived ages and 
ages ago, perhaps longer ago than the 
earth has been supposed to have been 
in existence, it does not lessen his 
religion. He gazes upon the form of 
the ancient man, and thoughts mighty 
and full of awe take control of his 
being. There lies what once was life, 
what once was human life, with thoughts 
and fancies, feelings and desires, with 
hopes and fears, exaltation and regret, 
with hatred and with love, with human 
passions and longings for the unknown. 
There is a form that once had life like 


his own life, differing only in time. 


‘What profound mystery! The mystery 
of his own life is unanswerable; but 
here is the mystery of the ages of life! 
What was it that made life? What so 
sustains it? 


*Extract of a sermon on the Relation of Science and 
Religion, preached at Monroe, Wis., Oct. 2oth, 89. 
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In such mystery is there not the 


measure of Divinity? Is there not pur- 
pose, will and love? Man can but feel 
that it is true that God made men and 


' women to begin in the garden of Im- 


perfection and tread the march of life 
or into heaven. He feels! He cannot 
know, and yet his soul knows! His 
inner, truer, nobler self reaches out to 
that Spirit of the Ages, that Spirit of 
Time and Continuance, and he feels 
that he is but a part of that great mass, 
and is a child of the Divine. He wor- 
ships not because he istold to, or wishes 
to, but because he must. He kneels at 
the altar of Eternity and prays unto the 
God who ‘gave him a share in eternal 
life. 

Science then has her mission to relig- 
ion. Wherever she has torn down the 
medieval church, she has built up the 
modern. Wherever she has_ taken 
religion from the monasteries she has 
brought it into the home. Wherever the 
candles have ceased to burn in churches 
and convents they have resumed their 


flame in the temple of the human heart. 


Wherever songs of praise may have 
ceased, lives of praise have sprung up 
anew. Wherever legend has_ been 
proved to be such and God’s appearance 
upon earth in fire and smoke has been 
relegated to the land of myth, God to 
prove his own reality has made himself 
visible in the manifestations of human 
love and kindliness. Wherever miracle 
has been denied an incomprehensible 
law has taken its place. When science 
disproved special providence, she gave 
the chords that have filled all life with 
the sublime strains of a Divine continu- 
ous providence. When Laplace set the 
universe in motion he did not take it out 
of the control of Divinity; but he set it 
circling ever in the control of Infinitude 
and knowledge. When Newton told 
the world of that “pull” between 
planets that holds them in their course, 
he took their motion and guidance out 
of the hands of angels, but he put them 
into the control of law divine and will 
complete. 
LESLIE W. SPRAGUE. 


HERE AND NOW. 


The widened circle we call Death, 

The rapt soul views with yearning eyes; 
This life is naught and Heaven is all, 

All hope, all pleasure, that way lies. 


Arise! O, Soul, spend not the days 
Assigned to Earth in dreams of Heaven, 
Up, idle hands! On, laggard feet, 
Perform the tasks by Duty given. 


Live for to-day! Reach Pisgah’s heights 
On wings of common deeds well done; 
Reject the false, hold fast the true, 
And greet with joy each rising sun. 


And Heaven will jut so close on earth, 
When comes the hour of failing breath; 
Unconsciously thou’lt pass within 
The widened circle we call Death. 
| A. A, O. 


LOVE TO GOD AND MAN. 

Would the simple preaching of the 
Love of God and man, even if by the 
greatest of Jewish prophets, have 
brought at that time a new religion? 
The doctrine is not new, not distinct- 
ively Christian; it belongs to Judaism; 
and Jesus himself, in his most explicit 
statement of it, simply quoted the law 
of Moses: ‘ Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart and soul and 
strength and thy neighbor as thyself.” 
This was the essence of the Hebrew 
religion. | 

It may be said to be the essence, the 
seed-germ, the important and perma- 
nent thing, in all religions. But the 


question is, is it an adequate statement 


of what Christianity actually is as a 
specific religious system? It may be 
more important than that statement; 
but is it that statement? It certainly 
does not distinguish Christianity from 
The liberal 


for his religion, the reformed Hindu 
and the Parsee the same for theirs. 

If Christianity means simply natural 
reverence and goodness, if*its whole 
significance is covered by the phrase 
“love to God and man,” why a new 
word to represent the old thing? How 
did the new word arise? Let it be that 
Christianity is only a new phase of an 


old sentiment. Have we then truly de- 
fined Christianity when we have de- 
fined the old sentiment, and left aside 
that which marks a new phase? To 
define Christianity as love of God and 
man, is to make it independent of any 
specific form or phase, or teacher; in- 
dependent of Jesus himself.— William 
F. Potter. 


Gorrespondence, 


Epitor oF Unity:—I pray you to 
let me crowd in just one word more. 
It would be a delusion—as friend Elliott 
intimates—to imagine that the “ plat- 
forms and sfirit of the National and 
Western Conferences are identical.” 
This however, is wide of the point I 
make, which is that the declared “work- 
ing basis” of the two organizations are 
practically the same, inasmuch as both 
profess to welcome all who are willing 
to co-operate for the practical ends in 
view, even though they may dissent 
from the majority in belief. But in the 
spirit which guides and contrdls, the 
two may be, and apparently are, as 
wide apart as the East is from the 
West. The Western Conference be- 
lieves thoroughly in what it says, is not 
the least afraid to stand by it, and pro- 
ceeds to put it into practice with a noble 
consistency. The National Conference 
says the liberal word (in a whisper), 
seems to dread being taken in earnest, 
and by its official procedure makes the 
impression that it has opened its door 
thus widely with only an_ insincere 
show of hospitality. And this while 
the platform talk at the National Con- 
ference is in general as advanced, and 
with as wide a horizon, as that heard at 


the sessions of the Western Confer- 


ence. What therefor some of us greatly 
desire, and must work for, is to have 
the whole denomination, East and 
West, and in all its organizations, 
shake itself free from bondage to what 
men still doubt and discuss, and bind 
itself fearlessly and forever to what all 
men know to be sure and eternal 


—Righteousness, Truth and Love. | 


EDWARD B, PAYNR. 
LEOMINSTER, Mass. 


Epitok OF Unity: May I not 
come in, even at this late hour, to wish 
you a “ Happy New Year?” I wish 
that I had millions with which to en- 
dow the W. U.C. Icould safely give 
several for value received and then not 
consider my debt paid. However, as 
wishing will not bring the millions, I 
will do what I can to aid in the work 
of the post-office Mission, and ask to be 
counted ome among the private soldiers 
ready to stand by our battle cry of 
“Freedom, Fellowship and Character 
in Religion.” Yours truly, 


CLARA K, BALL. 
PRAIRIETOWN, Ind., Jan, 3, 1890. 


She Study Sable. 


The Icelandic Discoveries of America; or 
Honor to Whom Honor is Due. By Marie 


A. Brown. Boston: Published by the Author. 


This book is an indignant outburst 
against the proposed celebration of the 
discovery of America by Columbus, 
and an equally passionate appeal for a 
movement toward a commemoration in 
1985 of the millennial of the alleged Ice- 
landic discovery. But its aim and pur- 
port may be best described in the au- 


thor’s words in the introductory chap- 


ter, entitled: “ The Immediate Necessi- 
ty of Establishing the Truth:” For 
) he Psat Columbus substitute the 
Scandinavian North; for the date+1492, 


substitute the dates 982-85; for San 


Salvador and San Domingo, substitute 
Greenland, Labrador, Nova Scotia, 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts; .... 
for a discoverer who stole his informa- 
tion, substitute the genuine discover- 
ers.” This volume is the summing up 
of the results of many years of patient, 
toilful investigation on the part of one 
in whom we may forgive some fanati- 
cism and undue heat in view of her ten- 
der loyalty towards her Scandinavian 
ancestry. The appended bibliography 
of Icelandic discoveries will be of in- 
terest to students of history. §£.H.w. 


Phystological Notes on Primary Education 
and the Study of Language. By Mary Put- 
nam Jacobi, M. D. New York: G. P. Put- 
nam’s Sons. 

Here is a book on pedagogy which is 
fascinating from cover to cover. Its 
first chapters recount a two _ years’ 
course of experiments on the mind of a 
child, for the results of which the reader 
looks as anxiously as for the denoue- 
ment of anovel. In accordance with 
a principle often repeated but seldom 
practically believed by educators, the 
teacher aimed to develop the child’s 
faculties in their natural order, obeying 
the laws of the evolution of the race. 
Of the successive steps in these two 
years of mind-wakening we have no 
space to speak further than to say that 
everything was in harmony with the 
author’s definition of education as “ such 
an unfolding of the faculties as shall 
place the mind inthe widest and most 
effective relation with the entire world 
of things spiritual and material.” In 
the author’s plan, each new conception 
is an outgrowth of thought while the 
attempt toward it must never be a con- 
scious object of thought. The chap- 
ters on the physiological basis of the 
study of language are timely and can 
not fail to be fraught with interest to 
all who carry educational problems in 
their hearts. E. H. W. 


The Virtues and Their Reasons. A System 
of Ethics for Society and Schools. By Aus- 
tin Bierbower, Chicago: George Sherwood & 
Co. $1.35. 

This book is a step in the right direc- 
tion, and it may be hoped that the time 
is not far distant when this or some bet- 
ter course in the foundations of morals 
may rank with mathematics and the 
natural sciences as an essential part in 
every curriculum of study. The style 
of the book is concise and cogent, and 
the author’s views are generally ad- 
vanced and courageous. ' In the chapter 
devoted to charity he touches upon so- 
cial questions thus: “ We are all made 
partly out of the work which has re- 
duced others to want. By getting so 
much for ourselves we have not left 
enough to go round, and when the un- 
fortunate comes back for ashafge of this 
we should not begrudge him his pit- 
tance. . . . . Instead of inquiring 
whether the needy are deserving poor, 
we should ask whether we are deserv- 
ing rich.” The book abounds in clear 
statements of principles and has nug- 
gets of sense enough in almost every 
chapter to justify the existence of the 
volume. E. H. W. 
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The Faith of Faiths and its 
Foundations.—| Former title, “Show 
us the Father.” |Contents: The Change 
of Front of the Universe, Minot J. Sav- 
age; The Fullness of God, Samuel R. 


‘Calthrop; The Unity of God, Henry 


M. Simmons; The Revelations of God, 
John W. Chadwick; The Faith of Eth- 
ics, William C. Gannett; Religion from 
the Near End, Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 
Paper 16mo. 170 pages, 50 cents. 


Six sermons by six grand voices. In walk- 
ing with them through their discourses one 
can hardly keep his eye from the Father, but 
the Charms of the devine face will be so great 
that the study will be only that of transform- 
ing ecstacy. The soul will be lifted toa higher 
moral atmosphere without being alienated 
from earth or even wishing to be. Jesus 
brought the Father down to men. So do 
these discourses. There is no companionship 
like that which God himself embodies. Each 
here in earth, may have that companionship 
and needs to have.—Herald of Gospel Liberty. 


A volume of very brilliant discourses from 
prominent Western and Eastern Unitarians. 
It is neatly printed and will be read with in- 
terest for its literary attractions.—Zhe Untver- 
saltst. x 


There is a unity of purpose and thought 
running through these papers, which is to 
demonstrate the being, unity and fullness of 
God. As the names they bear indicate, each 
of these papers is a masterpiece of eloquent 
writing.—Christian at Work. 


Interesting for the free thought and fervor 
which brighten and warm its pages.—Zzhe 
Inquirer, London. 


An excellant summary ofthe best and 
most characteristic thought ofourage,.... a 
striking and significant illustration of what the 
New Faith tends to produce,—its fearlessness, 
its utter sincerity, the absence of all special 
pleading, its poetry its eloquence, its zeal and 
ove for humanity.—Christian Register. 


Evolution.—Popular lectures and 
discussions before the Brooklyn Ethical 
Association. One volume, fine cloth, 
405 pages, illustrated, with complete 
index. Price, $2.00. Also printed as 
fifteen separate pamphlets at 10 cents 
each, or all to one address for $1.20. 


One of the most systematic, concise, and 
comprehensive presentations in popular form 
of the foundation and theory of evolution. 
Excellent, . . succinct, . . interesting.— Public 
Opinion. 

A collection of essays, exhibiting the doc- 
trine of Evolution as applied to religious, 
scientific and social matters, by well-read and 
cultivated gentlemen. Scholarly and_ in- 
structive; we commend the book.—Wew York 
Sun, 

The mode of presentation seems to me ad- 
mirably adapted for “popularizing Evolution 
views.—Herbert Spencer. 

I think your schedule attractive and valu- 
able.—‘Yohn Fiske. 


OUTLINE OF CONTENTS. 


I. Herbert Spencer: His life, writings, 
and philosophy. Daniel Greenleaf. Thomp- 
son. 

2. Charles Robert Darwin: His life, 
works, and influence. Rev. John W. Chad- 
wick. 

3. Solar and Planetary Evolution: How 
suns and worlds come into being. Garrett P 
Serviss. 

4. Evolution of the Earth: The story of 
geology. Dr. Lewis G. Janes. 

5. Evolution of Vegetal Life: William 
Potts. 

6. Evolution of Animal Life: Rossiter 
W. Raymond, Ph.D. 

7. The Descent of Man: His origin, an- 
tiquity, growth. E. D. Cope, Ph.D. 

Evolution of Mind: Its nature and de- 
velopment. Dr. Robert G. Eccles. 

9g. Evolution of Society: Families, tribes, 
states, classes. James A. Skilton. 

10. Evolution of Theology: Develop- 
ment of religious beliefs. Z. Sidney Samp- 
son, 

11. Evolution of Morals: Egoism, altru- 
ism, utilitarianism, etc. Dr. Lewis G. Janes. 

12. Proofs of Evolution: The eight main 
scientific arguments. Nelson C. Parshall. 

13. Evolution as Related to Religious 
Thought: Rev. John W. Chadwick. 

14. The Philosophy of Evolution: Its re- 
lation to prevailing systems. Starr H. 
Nichols. 

15. The Effects of Evolution on the Com- 
ing Civilization: Rev. Minot J. Savage. 


Freedom and Fellowship in Re- 
ligion.—A volume of essays by D. A. 
Wasson, Samuel Longfellow, Samuel 
Johnson, John Weiss, William J. Pot- 
ter, Francis E. Abbot, O. B. Frothing- 
ham, John W. Chadwick, T. W. Hig- 
ginson, Mrs. E. D. Cheney; with ex- 
tracts from speeches on the platform of 
the Free Religious Association, by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Lucretia Mott, 
Robert Dale Owen, C. H. Malcom, 
Celia Burleigh, Wendell Phillips, Rabbi 
Wise, Dr. Bartol, Julia Ward Howe, 
F. B. Sanborn, Horace Seaver, A. B. 
Alcott, C. D. B. Mills, W. C. Gannett, 
Lucy Stone, and others. Cloth, 16mo., 
424 pages, well printed on good paper 
and handsomely bound, retail price, 
$1.50, our price to those who order di- 
rect from us, 75 cents. 


Practical Piety.—Four sermons 
delivered in Central Music Hall, Chi- 
cago, by Jenkin Lloyd Jones. Sub- 
jects, “* The Economies of Religion,” 
“ Bread versus Ideas,’ ‘* Present 
Sanctities,” “ The Claims of the Chil- 
dren.” Limp cloth, square 18mo., 60 
pages, 30 cents. 


The author has an epigrammatic habit of 


speech, coupled with a facility of illustration 
and a quickness of fancy not often found in 
sermon-writers, and his views of the relations 
of religion to modern conditions and everyday 
needs appeal to the average lay mind as re- 
markably sensible-—Oakland Enqutrer. 


Browning’s Women.—By Mary 
E. Burt, with an introduction by Ed- 
ward Everett Hale, D. D., LL. D. 
Cloth, 16mo, 236 pages. $1.00. 

We can cordially recommend her little vol- 
ume to not only individual readers, but to 


members of the Browning Clubs who are en- | 


deavoring to make a special study of the 
poet.— Boston Transcript. 


Seed Thoughts from Robert 
Browning.—Selected and arranged 
by Mary E. Burt. Imitation parch- 
ment, square 18mo., 40 pages, 25 cents. 


Any book advertised by us will be sent prepaid by mail 


or express on receipt of price. For $5.00 cash with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 


Address 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. . 


175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 
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Ghurch- Boor Pulpit. 


Any church may secure the publication of any 
acceptable sermon in this department by the payment 
of $5, which sum will entitle the church to one 
hundred copies of the issue in which the sermon is 
printed. 


THE TRANSIENT AND PERMANENT 
IN CHRISTIANITY. 


BY THEODORE PARKER, 
A SERMON PREACHED AT THE ORDINATION OF CHARLES 
C. SHACKFORD, IN SOUTH BOSTON, MAY 19, 1841. 
Concluded from last week, 


Now, it seems clear that the notions 
men form about the origin and nature 
of the Scriptures, respecting the nature 
and authority of Christ, have nothing 
to do with Christianity except as its 
aids or its adversaries; they are not the 


foundation of its truths. These are 
theological questions, not religious 
questions. Their connection with 


Christianity appears accidental; for if 
Jesus had taught at Athens, and not at 
Jerusalem; if he had wrought no mir- 
acle, and none but the human nature 
had ever been ascribed to him; if the 
Old Testament had forever perished at 
his birth,—Christianity would still have 
been the word of God; it would have 
lost none of its truths. It would be just 
as true, just as beautiful, just as lasting, as 
now it is; though we should have lost so 
many a blessed word, and the work of 
Christianity itself would have been, 
perhaps, a long time retarded. 

To judge the future by the past, the 
former authority of the Old Testament 
can never return. Its present authority 
cannot stand. It must be taken for 
what it is worth. The occasional folly 
and impiety of its authors must pass for 
no more than their value; while the 
religion, the wisdom, the love, which 
make fragrant its leaves, will still speak 
to the best hearts as hitherto, and in 
accents even more divine when reason 
is allowed her rights. The ancient be- 
lief in the infallible inspiration of each 
sentence of the New Testament is fast 
changing, very fast. One writer, not a 
sceptic, bnt a Christian of unquestioned 
piety, sweeps off the beginning of Mat- 
thew; another, of a different church 
and equally religious, the end of John. 
Numerous critics strike off several 
epistles. The Apocalypse itself is not 
spared, notwithstanding its concluding 
curse. Who shall tell us the work of 
retrenchment is to stop here; that others 
will not demonstrate what some pious 
hearts have long felt, that errors of 
doctrine and errors of fact may be found 
in many parts of the record, here and 
there, from the beginning of Matthew 
to the end of Acts? We see how 
opinions have changed ever since the 
Apostles’ time; and who shall assure 
us that they were not sometimes mis- 
taken in historical, as well as doctrinal 
matters; did not sometimes confound 
the actual with the imaginary; and that 
the fancy of these pious writers never 
stood in the place of their recollection? 

But what if this should take place? 
Is Christianity then to perish out of 
the heart of the nations, and vanish 
from the memory of the world, like the 
religions that were before Abraham? 
It must be so, if it rest on a foundation 
which a scoffer may shake, and a score 
of pious critics shake down. But this 
is the foundation of a theology, not of 
Christianity. That does not rest on the 
decision of Councils. It is not to stand 
or fall with the infallible inspiration of 
of a few Jewish fishermen, who have 
writ their names in characters of light 
It does not con- 
tinue to stand through the forbearance 
of some critic, who can cut when he 
will the thread on which its life de- 
pends. Christianity does not rest on 


the infallible authority of the New: 


Testament. It depends on this collec- 
tion of books for the historical state- 
ment of its facts. In this we do not re- 
quire infallible inspiration on the part 
of the writers, more than in the record 
of other historical facts. To me it 
seems as presumptuous, on the one 
hand, for the believer to claim this evi- 
dence for the truth of Christianity, as 


jt is absurd, on the other hand, for the 


sceptic to demand such evidence to. 
support these historical statements. I 
cannot see that it depends on the per- 
sonal authority of Jesus. He was the 
organ through which the Infinite spoke. 
It is God that was manifested in the 
flesh by him, on whom rests the truth 
which Jesus brought to light, and made 
clear and beautiful in his life; and if 
Christianity be true, it seems useless to 
to look for any other authority to up- 
hold it, as for some one to support Al- 
mighty God. So if it could be proved— 
as it cannot—in opposition to the great- 
est amount of historical evidence ever 
collected on any similar point, that the 
Gospels were the fabrication of design- 
ing and artful men, that Jesus of Naza- 
reth had never lived, still Christianity 
would stand firm, and fear no evil. 
None of the doctrines of that religion 
would fall to the ground; for, if true, 
they stand by themselves. But we 
should lose—oh, irreparable loss!—the 
example of that character, so beautiful, 
so divine; that no human genius could 
have conceived it, as none, after all the 
progress and refinement of eighteen 
centuries, seems fully to have compre- 
hended its lustrous life. If Christianity 
were true, we should still think it was 
so, not because its record was written 
by infallible pens, nor because it was 
lived out by an infallible teacher; but 
that it is true, like the axioms of geom- 
etry, because it is true, and is to be tried 
by the oracle God places in the breast. 
If it rest on the personal authority of 
Jesus alone, then there is no certainty 
of its truth if he were ever mistaken in 
the smallest matter,—as some Christians 
have thought he was in predicting his 
second coming. 

WHEN THIS IS SEEN, BOTH BIBLE AND CHRIST 

GAIN, NOT LOSE, IN HONOR. 

These doctrines respecting the Script- 
ures have often changed, and are but 
fleeting. Yet men lay much stress on 
them. Some cling to these notions as 
if they were Christianity itself. It is 
about these and similar points that 
theological battles are fought from age 
to age. Men sometimes use worst the 
choicest treasure which God bestows. 
This is especially true of the use men 
make of the Bible. Some men have 
regarded it as the heathen their idol, or 
the savage his fetich. They have sub- 
ordinated reason, conscience, and reli- 
gion to this. Thus have they lost half 
the treasure it bears in its bosom. No 
doubt the time will come when its true 
character shall be felt. Then it will 
be seen that, amid all the contradictions 
of the Old Testament,—its legends, so 
beautiful as fictions, so appalling as 
facts; amid its predictions that have 
never been fulfilled; amid the puerile 
conceptions of God, which sometimes 
occur, and the cruel denunciations that 
disfigure both psalm and prophecy,— 
there is a reverence for man’s nature, a 
sublime trust in God, and a depth of 
piety, rarely felt in these cold northern 
hearts of ours. Then the devotion of 
its authors, the loftiness of their aim, 
and the majesty of their life, will ap- 
pear doubly fair, and prophet and 
psalmist will warm our hearts as never 
before. Their voice will cheer the 
young, and sanctify the gray-headed; 
will charm us in the toil of life, and 
sweeten the cup death gives us when 
he comes to shake off this mantle of 
flesh. Then will it be seen that the 
words of Jesus are the music of heaven 
sung in an earthly voice, and that the 
echo of these words in John and Paul 
owe their efficacy to their truth and 
their depth, and to no accidental matter 
connected therewith. Then can the 
W ord, which was in the beginning and 
now is, find access to the innermost 
heart of man, and speak there as now 
it seldom speaks. Then shall the 
Bible—which is a whole library of the 
deepest and most earnest thoughts and 
feelings, and_ piety, and love, ever re- 
corded in human speech—be read 
oftener than ever before,—not with 
superstition, but with reason, conscience, 
and faith, fully active. Then shall it 
sustain men bowed down with many 
sorrows; rebuke sin, encourage virtue, 
sow the world broadcast and quick with 


the seed of love, that man may reap a 
harvest for life everlasting. 

With all the obstacles men have 
thrown in its path, how much has the 
Bible done for mankind. No abuse 
has deprived us of all its blessings. 
You trace its path across the world 
from the day of Pentecost to this day. 
As a river springs up in the heart of a 
sandy continent, having its father in 
the skies, and its birth-place in distant 
unknown mountains; as the stream 
rolls on, enlarging itself, making in 
that arid waste a belt of verdure 
wherever it turns its way; creating 
palm groves and fertile plains, where 
the smoke of the cottager curls up at 
eventide, and marble cities send the 
gleam of their splendor far into the. 
sky,—such has been the course of the 
Bible ontheearth. Despite of idolaters 
bowing to the dust before it, it has 
made a deeper mark on the world than 
the rich and beautiful literature of all 
the heathen. The first book of the 
Old Testament tells man he is made in 
the image of God; the first of the New 
Testament gives us the motto, Be per- 
fect as your Father inheaven. Higher 
words were never spoken. How the 
truths of the Bible have blessed us! 
There is not a boy on all the hills of 
New England; not a girl born in the 
filthiest cellar which disgraces a capital 
in Europe, and cries to God against the 
barbarism of modern civilization; not a 
boy nor a girl all Christendom through, 
but their lot is made better by that 
great book. 

Doubtless the time will come when 
men shall see Christ also as he is. Well 
might he still say, “ Have I been so 
long with you, and yet hast thou not 
known me?” No! we have made him 
an idol, have bowed the knee before 
him, saying, “ Hail, king of the Jews!” 
called him “ Lord, Lord!” but done not 
the things which he said. The history 
of the Christian world might well be 
summed up in one word of the evan- 
gelist—“and there they crucified him;” 
for there has never been an age when 
men did not crucify the Son of God 
afresh. But if error prevail for a time 
and grow old in the world, truth will 
triumph at the last, and then we shall 
see the son of God ashe is. Lifted up, 
he shall draw all nations unto him. 
Then will men understand the word of 
Jesus, which shall not pass away. Then 
shall we see and love the divine life that 
he lived. How vast has his influence 
been! 
hearts of his disciples, rude, selfish, 
bigoted, as at first they were! How it 
has wrought in the world! His words 
judge the nations. The wisest son of 
man has not measured their height. 
They speak to what is deepest in pro- 
found men, what is holiest in good men, 
what is divinest in religious men. They 
kindle anew the flame of devotion in 
hearts long cold. They are spirit and 
life. His truth was not derived from 
Moses and Solomon; but the light of 
God shone through him, not colored, 
not bent aside. His life is the perpetual 
rebuke of all time since. It condemns 
ancient civilization; it condemns modern 
civilization. Wise men we have since 
had, and good men; but this Galilean 
youth strode before the world whole 
thousands of years, so much of divinity 
was in him. His words solve the ques- 
tions of this present age. In him the 
Godlike and the human met and em- 
braced, and a divine life was born. 
Measure him by the world’s greatest 
sons—how poor they are! Try him by 
the best of men—how little and low 
they appear! Exalt him as muchas we 
may, we shall yet perhaps come short 
of the mark. But still was he not our 
brother; the son of man, as we are; the 
son of God, like ourselves? His ex- 
cellence—was it not human excellence? 
His wisdom, love, piety,—sweet and 
celestial as they were,—are they not 
what we also may attain? In him, as 


in a mirror, we may see the image of. 


God, and go on from glory to glory, 
till we are chanyed into the same im- 
age, led by the spirit which enlightens 
the humble. Viewed in this way, how 


How his spirit wrought in thé 


— 


has come down to earth, or, rather 
earth has become heaven. The Son of 
God, come of age, has taken possession 
of his birthright. The brightest revela- 
tion is this of what is possible for all] 
men,—if not now, at least hereafter, 
How pure is his spirit, and how en- 
couraging its words! “ Lowly sufferer,” 
he seems to say, “see how I bore the 
cross. Patient laborer, be strong; see 
how I toiled for the unthankful and the 
merciless. Mistaken sinner, see of what 
thou art capable. Rise- up, and be 
blessed.” 

But if, as some early Christians began 
to do, you take a heathen view, and 
make him a God, the Son of God in a 
peculiar and exclusive sense, much of 
the significance of his character is gone. 
His virtue has no merit, his love no 
feeling, his cross no burthen, his agony 
no pain. His death is an illusion, his 
resurrection but a show. For if he 
were not a man, buta god, what are all 
these things? what his words, his life, 
his excellence of achievement? It is all 
nothing, weighed against the illimitable 
greatness of Him who created the 
worlds and fills up all time and space! 
Then his resignation is no lesson, his. 
life no model, his death no triumph to 
you or me, who are not gods, but mortal - 
men, that know not what a day shall 
bring forth, and’ walk by faith “ dim 
sounding on our perilous way.” Alas! 
we have despaired of man, and so cut 
off his brightest hope. 


ALL DOCTRINES THUS TRANSITORY,—AND 
THE CHANGES IN CHRISTIANITY NOT 
OVER YET. 

In respect of doctrines as well as 
forms, we see ail is transitory. “ Every- 
where is instability and insecurity.” 
Opinions have changed most on points 
deemed most vital. Could we bring up 
a Christian teacher of any age, from 
the sixth to the fourteenth century, for 
example, though a teacher of undoubted 
soundness of faith, whose word filled 
the churches of Christendom, clergy- 
men would scarce allow him to kneel 
at their altar, or sit down with them at 
the Lord’s table. His notions of Chris- 
tianity could not be expressed in our 
forms, nor could our notions be made 
intelligible to his ears. The questions 
of his age, those on which Christianity 
was thought to depend,—questions 
which perplexed and divided the subtle | 
doctors,—are no questions to us. The 
quarrels which then drove wise men 


— now only excite a smile or a tear, 


we are disposed to laugh or weep at 
the frailty of man. We have other 
straws of our own to quarrel for. 
Their ancient books of. devotion do not 
speak to us; their theology is a vain 
word. Tolook back buta short period, 
—the theological speculations of our 
fathers during the last two centuries, 
their “ practical divinity,” even the ser- 
mons written by genius and piety, are, 
with rare exceptions, found unreadable; 
such a change is there in the doctrines. 

Now who shall tell us that the change 
is to stop here; that this sect or that, or 
even all sects united, have exhausted 
the river of life, and received it all in 
their canonized urns, so that we need 
draw no more out of the eternal well, 
but get refreshment nearer at hand? 
Who shall tell us that another age will 
not smile at our doctrines, disputes, and 
unchristian quarrels about Christianity, 
and make wide the mouth at men who 
walked brave in orthodox raiment, 
delighting to blacken the names of 
heretics, and repeat ‘again the old 
charge, “ He hath blasphemed?” Who 
shall tell us°they will not weep at the 
folly of all such as fancied truth shone 
only into the contracted nook of their 
school, or sect, or coterie? Men of other 
times may look down equally on the 
heresy-hunters, and men hunted for 
heresy, and wonder at both. The men 
of all ages before us were quite as con- 
fident as we, that their opinion was 
truth, that their notion was Christianity 
and the whole thereof. The men who 
lit the fires of persecution, from the 
first martyr to Christian bigotry down 
to the last murder of the innocents, had 
no doubt their opinion was divine. The 


beautiful is the life of Jesus! Heaven 
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immaculate purity of the Hebrew and 
Greek texts of the scriptures, was 
waged with bitterness unequaled in 
these days. The Protestant smiles at 
one, the Catholic at the other, and men 
of sense wonder at both. It might 
teach us all a lesson, at least of for- 
bearance. No doubt an age will come 
in which ours shall be reckoned a 
period of darkness, like the sixth cen- 
tury,—when men groped for the wall, 
but stumbled and fell, because they 
trusted a transient notion, not an eter- 
nal truth; an age when temples were 
full of idols, set up by human folly; an 
age in which Christian light had scarce 
begun to shine into men’s hearts. But 
while this change goes on, while one 
generation of opinions passes away, and 
another rises up, Christianity itself, that 
pure religion, which exists eternal in the 
constitution of the soul and the mind of 
God, is always the same. The Word 
that was before Abraham, in the very 
‘beginning, will not change, for that 
Word is truth. From this Jesus sub- 
tracted nothing; to this he added noth- 
ing. But he came to reveal it as the 
secret of God, that cunning men could 
not understand, but which filled the 
souls of men meek and lowly of heart. 
This truth we owe to God; the revela- 
tion thereof to Jesus, our elder brother, 
God’s chosen son. 


THE PERMANENT ELEMENT IN 


TIANITY. 

To turn away from the disputes of the 
Catholics and the Protestants, of the 
Unitarian and the Trinitarian, of old 
school and new school, and come to the 
plain words of Jesus of Nazareth,— 
Christianity is a simple thing, very 
simple. It is absolute, pure morality; 
absolute, pure religion,—the love of 
man; the love of God acting without 
let or hindrance. The only creed it 
lays down is the great truth which 
springs up spontaneous in the holy 
heart,—there is a God. Its watchword 
is, Be perfect as your Father in heaven. 
The only form it demands is a divine 
life.—doing the best thing ,in the best 
way, from the highest motives; perfect 
obedience to the great law of God. Its 
sanction is the voice of God in your 
heart; the perpetual presence of him 
who made us and the stars over our 
head, Christ and: the Father abiding 
within us. All this is very simple—a 
little child can understand it; very 
beautiful—the loftiest mind can find 
nothing so lovely. Try it by reason, 
conscience, and faith,—things highest in 
man’s nature,—we see no redundance, 
we feel no deficiency. Examine the 
particular duties it enjoins,—humility, 
reverence, sobriety, gentleness, charity, 
forgiveness, fortitude, resignation, faith, 
and active love; try the whole extent 
of Christianity, so well summed up in 
the command. ‘ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind; 
thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself ;” 
and is there anything therein that can 
perish? No, the very opponents of 
Christianity have rarely found fault 
with the teachings of Jesus. The end 
of Christianity seems to be to make all 
men one with God as Christ was one 
with him; to bring them to such a state 
of obedience and goodness that we shall 
think divine thoughts and feel divine 
sentiments, and so keep the law of God 
by living a life of truth and love. Its 
means are purity and prayer; getting 
strength from God, and using it for our 
fellow-men as well as ourselves. It 
allows perfect freedom. It does not 
demand all men to think alike, but to 
think uprightly, and get as near as pos- 
sible at truth; not all men to /zve alike, 
but to live holy, and get as near as pos- 
sible to a life perfectly divine. Christ 
Set up no Pillars of Hercules, beyond 
which men must not sail the sea in quest 
of truth. He says, “I have many 
things to say unto you, but ye cannot 
bear them now... . Greater works 
than these shall ye do.” Christianity 
lays no rude hand on the sacred pecu- 
liarity of individual genius and charac- 
ter. But there is no Christian sect 
which does not fetter a man. It would 
make all men think alike, or smother 


CHRIS- 


now. 


their conviction in silence. Were all 
men Quakers or Catholics, Unitarians 
or Baptists, there would be much less 
diversity of thought, character, and life, 
less of truth active in the world, than 
But Christianity gives us the 
largest liberty of the sons of God; and 
were all men Christians after the fashion 
of Jesus, this variety would be a thou- 
sand times greater than now; for Chris- 
tianity is not a system of doctrines, but 
rather a method of attaining oneness 
with God. It demands, therefore, a 
good life of piety within, of purity 
without, and gives the promise that 
whoso does God’s will shall know of 
God’s doctrine. 
THE IMPERISHABLE JESUS. 

In an age of corruption, as all ages 
are, Jesus stood and looked up to God. 
There was nothing between him and 
the Father of all; no old world, be it of 
Moses or Esaias, of a living Rabbi, or 
Sandhedrim of Rabbis; no sin or per- 
verseness of the finite will. As the re- 
sult of this virgin purity of soul and 
perfect obedience, the light of God 
shone down into the very deeps of his 
soul, bringing all of the Godhead which 
flesh can receive. He would have us 
do the same; worship with nothing be- 
tween us and God; act, think, feel, 
live, in perfect obedience to him: and 
we never are Christians as he was the 
Christ, until we worship, as Jesus did, 
with no mediator, with nothing be- 
tween us and the Father of all. He 
felt that God’s word was in him; that 
he was one with God. He told what 
he saw,—the truth; he lived what he 
felt.—a life of love. The truth he 
brought to light must have been always 
the same before the eyes of all-seeing 
God, nineteen centuries before Christ, 
or nineteen centuries after him. A life 
supported by the principle and quick- 
ened by the sentiment of religion, if 
true to both, is always the same thing 
in Nazareth or New England. Now 
that divine man received these truths 
from God; was illumined more clearly 
by “the light that lighteneth every 
man;” combined or involved all the 
truths of religion and morality in his 
doctrine, and made them manifest in 
his life. Then his words and example 
passed into the world, and can no more 
perish than the stars be wiped out of 
the sky. The truths he taught; his 
doctrines respecting man and God, the 
relation between man and man, and man 
and God,with the duties that grow out of 
that relation are always the same, and 
can neverchange till man ceases to be 
man, and creation vanishes into nothing. 
No;form and opinions change and per- 
ish, but the word of God cannot fail. 
The form religion takes, the doctrines 
wherewith she is girded, can never be 
the same in any two centuries or two 
men; for since the sum of religious 
doctrines is both the result and the 
measure of a man’s total growth in 
wisdom, virtue and piety, and since 
men will always differ in these respects, 
so religious doctrines and forms will 
always differ, always be transient, as 
Christianity. goes forth and scatters the 
seed she bears in her hand, But the 
Christianity holy men feel in the heart, 
the Christ that is born within us, is al- 
ways the same thing to each soul that 
feels it. This differs only in degree, 
and not in kind, from age to age, and 
man to man. There is something in 
Christianity which no sect, from the 
“ Ebionites ” to the “ Latter-Day Saints” 
ever entirely overlooked. This is that 
common Christianity which burns in the 
hearts of pious men. 

Real Christianity gives meg new life. 
It is the growth and perfect action of 
the Holy Spirit God puts into the sons 
of men. It makes us outgrow any form 
or any system of doctrines we have de- 
vised, and approach still closer to the 
truth. It would lead us to take what 
help we can find. It would make the 
Bible our servant, not our master. It 
would teach us to profit PY the wisdom 
and piety of David and Solomon, but 
not to sin their sins, nor bow to their 
idols. It would make us revere the 
holy words spoken by “godly men of 


old,” but revere still more the word of : 


the whole gospel.” 


God spoken through conscience, reason 
and faith, as the holiest of all. It would 
not make Christ the despot of the soul, 
but the brother of all men. It would 
not tell us that even he had exhausted 
the fullness of God, so that he could 
create none greater; for with him “all 
things are possible,” and neither Old 
Testament nor New Testament ever 
hints that creation exhausts the Creator. 
Still less would it tell us the wisdom, 
the piety, the love, the manly excellence 
of Jesus, was the result of miraculous 
agency alone, but that it was won like 


the excellence of humbler men, by 


faithful obedience to Him who gave his 
Son such ample heritage. It would 
point to him as our brother who went 
before like the good shepherd, to charm 
us with the music of his words, and 
with the beauty of his life to tempt us 
up the steeps of mortal toil, within the 
gate of heaven. It would have us make 
the kingdom of God on earth, and enter 
more fittingly the kingdom on high. It 
would lead us to form Christ in the 
heart, on which Paul laid such stress, 
and work out our salvation by this. For 
it is not so much by the Christ who 
lived so blameless and beautiful eighteen 
centuries ago that we are saved directly, 
but by the Christ we form in our hearts, 
and live out in our daily life that we 
save ourselves, God working with us 
both to will and to do, 


THE CHRISTIANITY OF THE SECTS EPHEM- 
ERAL,—THE CHRISTIANITY OF CHRIST 
ETERNAL. 

Compare the simpleness of Christian- 
ity, as Christ sets it forth on the Mount, 
with what is sometimes taught and 
accepted in that honored name, and 
what a difference! One is of God, one 
is of man. There is something in 
Christianity which sects have not 
reached,—something that will not be 
won, we fear, by theological battles, or 
the quarrels of pious men; still we may 
rejoice that Christ is preached in any 
way. The Christianity of sects, of the 
pulpit, of society, is ephemeral,—a 
transitory fly. It will pass off and be 
forgot. Some new form will take its 
place, suited to the aspect of the chang- 
ing times. Each will represent some- 
thing of truth, but no one the whole. 
It seems the whole race of man is 
needed to do justice to the whole of 
truth, as “the whole church to preach 
Truth is intrusted 
for the time to a perishable ark of hu- 
man contrivance. Though often ship- 
wrecked, she always comes safe to land, 
and is not changed by her mishap. 
That pure ideal religion which Jesus 
saw on the mount of his vision, and 
lived out in the lowly life of a Galilean 
peasant; which transforms his cross in- 
to an emblem of all that is holiest on 
earth; which ‘makes _ sacred the 
ground he trod, and is dearest to the 
best of men, most true to what is truest 
in them,—cannot pass away. Let men 
improve never so far in civilization, or 
soar never so high on the wings of re- 
ligion and love, they can never outgo 
the flight of truth and Christianity. It 
will always be above them. It is as if 
we were to fly towards a star, which 
becomes larger and more bright the 
nearer we approach, till we enter and 
are absorbed in its glory. 

If we look carelessly on the ages that 
have gone by, or only on the surfaces 
of things as they come up before us, 
there is reason to fear; for we confound 
the truth of God with the word of man. 
So at a distance the cloud and the 
mountain seem the same. When the 
drift changes with the passing wind, an 
unpracticed eye might fancy the moun- 
tain itself was gone. But the moun- 
tain stands to catch the clouds, to win 
the blessing they bear, and send it down 
to moisten the fainting violet, to form 
streams which gladden valley and 
meadow, and sweep on at last to the sea 
in deep channels, laden with fleets. 
Thus the forms of the church, the creeds 
of the sects, the conflicting opinions of 
teachers, float round the sides of the 
Christian mount, and swell and toss, and 
rise and fall, and dart their lightning, 
and roll their thunder, but they neither 
make nor mar the mount itself. Its lofty 


brace what is eternal?” 


or old Testament, the least disagreement 
between the law and the gospel, any 
summit far transcends the tumult, knows 
nothing of the storm which roars below, 
but burns with rosy light at evening 
and at morn, gleams in the splendors of 
the mid-day sun, sees his light when 
the long shadows creep over plain and 
moorland, and all night long has its 
head in the heavens, and is visited by 
troops of stars which never set, nor 
veil their face to aught so pure and 
high. 

Let then the transient pass, fleet as it 
will, and may God send us some new 
manifestation of the Christian faith, 
that shall stir men’s hearts as they were 
never stirred; some new word which 
shall teach us what we are, and renew 
us all in the image of God; some bet- 
ter life that shall fulfiil the Hebrew 
prophecy, and pour out the spirit of 
God on young men and maidens, and 
old men and children; which shall real- 
ize the word of Christ and give us the 
Comforter, who shall reveal all needed 
things!’ There are Simeons enough in 
the cottages and churches of New 
England, plain men and pious women 
who wait for the consolation, and would 
die in gladness if their expiring breath 
could stir quicker the wings that bear 
him on. There are men enough, sick 
and * bowed down, in no wise able to 
lift up themselves,” who would be 
healed could they kiss the hand of their 
Saviour, or touch but the hem of his 
garment,— men who look up and are 
not fed, because they ask bread from 
heaven and water from the rock, not 
traditions or fancies, Jewish or heathen, 
or new or old; men enough who, with 
throbbing hearts, pray for the spirit of 
healing to come upon the waters, which 
other than angels have long kept in 
trouble; men enough who have lain 
long time sick of theology, nothing bet- 
tered by many physicians, and are now 


dead, too dead to bury their dead, who 


would come out of their graves at the 
glad tidings. God send us a real re- 
ligious life, which shall pluck blindness 
out of the heart, and make us better 
fathers, mothers, and children! a relig- 
ious life that shall go with us where we 
go, and make every home the house of 
God, every act acceptable as a prayer. 
We would work for this, and pray for 
it, though we wept tears of blood while 
we prayed. 
TRUTH AT EVERY HAZARD, 

Such, then, is the transient, and such 
the permanent in Christianity. What is 
of absolute value never changes; we 
may cling round it and grow to it for- 
ever. No one can say his notions shall 
stand. But we may all say the truth, 


as it is in Jesus, shall never pass away. 


Yet there are always some, even relig- 
ious men, who do not see the permanent 
element, so they rely on the fleeting, 
and, what is also an evil, condemn 
others for not doing the same. They 
mistake a defence of the truth for an 
attack upon ‘the holy of holies; the re- 
moval of a theological error for the de- 
struction of all religion. Already men 
of the same sect eye one another with 
suspicion and lowering brows that indi- 
cate a storm, and, like children who 
have fallen out in their play, call hard 
names. Now, as always, there is a col- 
lision between these two elements. The 
question puts itself to each man, “ Will 
you cling to what is perishing, or em- 
This question 
each must answer for himself. 

My friends, if you receive the notions 
about Christianity which chance to be 
current in your sect or church, solely 
because they are current, and thus ac- 
cept the commandment of men instead 
of God’s truth, there will always be 
enough to commend you for soundness 


‘of judgment, prudence and good sense, 


enough to call you Christian for that 
reason. But if this is all you rely up- 
on, alas for you! The grourd will 
shake under your feet if you attempt to 
walk uprightly and like men. You 
will be afraid of every new opinion, 
lest it shake down your church; you will 
fear “lest if a fox go up, he will break 
down your stone wall.” The smallest 
contradiction in the New Testament 
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mistake of the apostles, will weaken 
your faith. It shall be with you “as 
when a hungry man dreameth, and be- 
hold, he eateth; but he awaketh, and 
his soul is empty.” 

If, on the other hand, you take the 
true word of God, and live out this, 
nothing shall harm you. 


be blown back upon their own face. 
If the master of the house were called 
Beelzebub, it matters little what name 
is given to the household. The name 
Christian, given in mockery, will last 
till the world go down. He that loves 
God and man, and lives in accordance 
with that love, needs not fear what 
mancando to him. His religion comes 
to him in his hour of sadness, it lays 
its hand on him when he has fallen 
among thieves, and raises him up, 
heals and comforts him. If he is cruci- 
fied, he shall rise again. 

My friends, you this day receive, with 
the usual formalities, the man you have 
chosen to speak to you on the highest 
of all themes,—what concerns your life 
on earth, your life in heaven. It isa 
work for which no talents, no_prayer- 
ful diiigence, no piety is too great; an 
office that would dignify angels, if 
worthily filled. If the eyes of this man 
be holden, that he cazmot discern be- 
tween the perishing and the true, yo 
will hold him guiltless of all sin in 
this; but look for light where it can 
be had, for his office will then be of no 
use toyou. But if he sees the truth, 
and is scared by worldly motives, and 
will not tell it, alasfor him! If the 
watchman see the foe coming and 
blow not the trumpet, the blood of the 
innocent is on him. 

Your own conduct and character, 
the treatment you offer this young man, 
will in some measure influence him. 
The hearer affects the speaker. There 
were some places where even Jesus 
“ did not many mighty works, because % 
their unbelief.” Worldly motives—no 
seeming such—sometimes deter good 
men from their duty. Gold and ease 
have, before now, enervated noble 
minds. Daily contact with men of low 
aims takes down the ideal of life, which 
a bright spirit casts out of itself. Ter- 
ror has sometimes palsied tongues that, 
before, were eloquent as the yoice of 
persuasion. But thereby truth is not 
holden. She speaks in a_ thousand 
tongues, and with a pen of iron graves 
her sentence on the rock forever. You 
may prevent the freedom of speech in 
this pulpit if you will. 
you servants to preach as you bid; to 
spare your vices, and flatter your fol- 
lies; to prophesy smooth things, and 
say, It is peace, when there is no peace. 
Yet in so doing you weaken and en.- 
thrall yourselves. And alas for that 
man who consents to think one thing 
in his closet and preach another in his 
pulpit! God shall judge him in his 
mercy, not man in his wrath. But over 
his study and over his pulpit might be 
writ, EMPTINESS; on his canonical 
robes, on his forehead and right hand, 
Deceit! Deceit! 

But on the other hand, you may en- 
courage your brother to tell you the 
truth. Your affection will then be pre- 
cious to him, your prayers of great price. 
Every evidence of your sympathy will 
so to baptize him anew to holiness and 
truth. You will then have his best 


words, his brightest thoughts and his 


most hearty prayers. He may grow 
old in your service, blessing and. blest. 
He will have— 
“ The sweetest, best of consolation, 
The thought, that he has given, 


To serve the cause of Heaven, 
The freshness of his early inspiration.” 


Choose as you will choose, but weal 
or woe depends upon your ehoice. 


—_— 


CALIFORNIA. 


Iam giving the greatest inducements ever offered 
to rich or Note this: You can get a tract of land 
and have it cultivated until in a highly productive con- 
dition for less money than it will yield you in one year, 
when in bearing, and you may pay in small install- 
ments. You may move to California or not as you like. 
Do not fail to write for my book entitled ** Homes,” 
This is the opportunity of a life-time. 

JOHN 4BROWN, Madera, California. 


Men may |} 
mock, but their mouthfuls of wind shall 


You may hire 


Potes from the ‘Field, 


W. U. C. Directors Meeting.—The Board of 
Directors met at the headquarters, 175 Dear- 
born street, Chicago, Jan. 2, at 2:30 P. M. 
Present, D. L. Shorey in the chair, James 
Van Inwagen, Celia P. Woolley, J. L. Jones, 
John R. Effinger. The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and approved. The Sec- 
retary reported a new Sunday Circle formed 
at Lincoln, IIL, services begun in Jamestown, 
North Dakota, under the care of Rev. Helen 
G. Putnam, correspondence with three young 
men who desire to enter the Unitarian min- 
istry and with several points in Dakota, Iowa, 
and Illinois, where it is thought Unitarian 
services should be begun, besides visits to the 
churches at Geneseo, Sheffield, Eau Claire, 
La Porte, and other points. Letters were 
read from Rev. M. J. Savage, Rev. Wm. J. 
Potter, Rev. S. M. Crothers and others, and 
ordered filed. The Treasurer's report was 
read and accepted. A communication was 
received from the Universalist Church of 
Monroe, Wis, regarding the ordination of 
their joint pastors, Mr. and Mrs. Sprague, as 
follows: Whereas, we of the Universalist 
church of Monroe, Wis., do not desire the 
responsibility of an ordination service here; 
Resolved, that we instruct our trustees to 
request of the Western Unitarian Conference 
that they ordain Mr. and Mrs. Sprague at 
Chicago. Adopted at a church meeting, 
Dec. 8, 1859. In accordance with the above 
we request that the Western Unitarian Con- 
ference ordain Mr. and Mrs. Sprague and that 
the services be held at Chicago. 

J. B. TREAT, ; 
HENRY LUDLow, 
L. WoLcotTrtT, 
A. C, DonGE, 
N. CHURCHILL. j 


—In response to the above it was moved that 
the Secretary of the W. U. C. be requested to 
extend the welcome of the Conference to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sprague, and to help arrange 
for ordination services to be held at an early 
date, in All Souls church, Chicago. Carried. 
—The Committee on programme for the next 
annual Conference reported progress, and was 
continued. On motion the meeting adjourned 
to March 6. JOHN R, EFFINGER, Scribe. 


Shefffield, I11.—A correspondent writes: On 
Christmas Eve we made the children happy 
by apretty tree and they made us happy by their 
good recitations and songs. Christmas night 
the Dramatic Section of Unity Club played 
the “ Chimney Corner” most ‘successfully to 
a well-filled house, netting them a neat little 
sum. But the climax of pleasant things was 
reached New Year’s Eve, at the Watch meet- 
ing under the auspices of the Social Section 
of Unity Club friends. They gathered in the 
church for social converse until 10 o’clock, 
then repaired to the hall below to feast eye 


| Trustees. 


‘and palate on the beautiful banquet spread be- 


fore them. Seventy guests partook of this 
after which bright, witty and serious responses 
were given to toasts and sentiments. 
—Rev. L. G. Duncan’s final word was a pledge 
of unity in sprit and work for the coming 
year to which came the hearty response “ So 
say we all; ” then came the benediction of 
peace and good will, fitting welcome to the 
New Year. Altogether it was one of the 
choicest gatherings ever held here. 
—The next night the Ladies Society held a 
“Weigh Sociable,” which was highly enjoyed. 
A quilt and several other articles were sold. 

D 


Boston, Mass.—The Christian Register lacks 
only one of seventy years of age. A liberal 
Orthodox minister, Rev. C. A. Dickinson, of 
Berkeley Temple, Boston, discoursed to the 
Ministerial Union on “ The Church and the 
Average Man.” He believed the time has 
come to preach especially to the two classes 
of our neighbors who are loosely attached toa 
church and who wholly neglect church going. 
Neighbors already good should yield their ex- 
pectation of the special sermons and services 
they enjoy and help such church work and 
services as would reach the more needy, 
—The Sunday-school teachers’ lesson on Sat- 
urday in Channing Hall, was upon Temper- 
ance, given by Rev. C. R. Eliot. The second 
series will begin Jan. 11. Rev. Messrs. Savage, 
Winkley, Slicer and Fenn will speak in suc- 
cession. 

—Rev. Dr. F. H. Hedge does not go far 
away from his house from feebleness. 

—Rev. Dr. John Cordner is seen daily about 
town and in the A. U. A. rooms. Old 
Unitarians who look in at our book-room find 
mostly a new generation of ministers engaged 
in the business of the denomination. 


San Francisco, Cal.—The last Sunday of 
1889 was made an impressive day in the First 
Unitarian Church, of this city. “Thechurch 
was appropriately and tastefully decorated 
with green foliage and was filled to its greatest 
seating capacity by an attentive audience.” 
The reading’ and speaking by the pastor was 
interspersed by organ voluntary and violin 
solo and choir selections. At the evening 
service Dr. Stebbins spoke a timely word on 
“The Decisive Moments of Life.” 


Cleveland, 0.—The Christmas week has 
been unusually pleasant in Unity Church, 
The Christmas service, uniting as it did the 
carols and responses of the children with a 
talk upon “ The Day and its Lessons” from 
the pulpit, made one of the most charming 
services ever held here. The next Saturday 
the seventy-five children of the flourishing 
Kitchengarden were feasted and made glad 
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with Christmas gifts. The New Year sermon 
contained not alone the poem which graced the 
first page of the customary New Y ear’s greet. 
ing of the pastor, but was pervaded by the same 
hopeful, forward-reaching spirit. The chil 

dren’s tree and festival of song and comedy 
and frolic on the following Monday evening, 
fitly closed the celebration of the holy week. 


Concord, N. H.—The dedication of the Uni- 
tarian Church occurred Nov. 11. It is a fine 
building and great credit is due the members 
for their zeal and energy in rearing this build- 
ing upon the ruins of their church, destroyed 
by fire April 25, 1888. The society was or- 
ganized 1827, the first church edifice was 
burned in 1854, rebuilt in 1856 to be burned 
again in 1888. 

Hinsdale, ll.—The Western Secretary spent 
Sunday, Jan. 5th, at Hinsdale. Unity Church 
is justifying its right to be, by its faithfulness 
and devotion to the work in hand. The new 
minister, Rev. H. T. Root, has the confidence 
and united support of the people. 


The Evolution of Immortality. 
Suggestions of an Individual Immor- 
tality based upon our Organic and Life 
History. By C. T. Stockwell. Cloth, 
12mo, gilt top, uncut edges, 69 pages. 
60 cents. 


The Sailing of King Olaf, and 
Other Poems.—By Alice Williams 
Brotherton. <A ballad founded on the 
old Norse legend, with seventy-two 
other poems of great variety as to sub- 
ject. Cloth, square 15mo; handsomely 
bound, with full-page illustration in gilt 
on the cover. 145 pages. 5ocents. 


The poem which gives the book its title is 
well known, while the others, all short pieces, 
are not only musical but full of thought and. 
delicious fancy.—P/iladelphia Record. 

“The Sailing of King Olaf,” the poem which 
gives the book its title, is a finely treated 
Norse legend, and the “Rose Songs” are very 
light and dainty, showing great delicacy of im- 
agination and sportive play of fancy.—Mew 
Orleans Times-Democrat. 

There is no want of variety in these poems; 
in subject, treatment and metre a pleasing 
change is constantly made. There are some 
which satisfy us with a single reading, while 
others we re-read with pleasure, retaining a 
few in permanent friendship. — Providence 
Sunday Telegram. 

“We can not recall another book of recent 
poetry of anything like the same dimensions 
that has an equal diversity. It is the work of 
a real poet, and one who has at times a daring 
inspiration.—Crncinnatt Commercial Gazette. 


Lessons from the World of 
Matter and the World of Man.— 
By Theodore Parker. Selected from 
notes of unpublished sermons, by Ru- 


fus Leighton. Cloth, 12mo0., 430 
pages. $1.25. 

Wind Flowers.—By Luella D. 
Smith. Cloth, 18mo., 235 pages. 
$1.00. 


A collection of good poems, all of more 
than average poetic ability.... They have 
real poetic merit—each a body of thought 
smoothly and poetically materialized, and will 
be read and re-read with increasing pleasure. 
—Christian at Work. 


American Protectionist’s Man- 
ual.—By Giles B. Stebbins. 12mo., 
200 pages, paper, 25 cents; cloth, 75 
cents. ) 

Abundant material for economic discussion, 


collected with painstaking care, and the con- 
clusions irrefragable-—New York Tribune. , 


~We commend the work to all who wish a 

better understanding and clearer views of 
these important auestions.—Chicago Evening 
Fournal, oe | 


Progress from Poverty.—A Re- 
view and Criticism of Henry George’s 
*“ Progress and Poverty” and “ Protec- 
tion and Free Trade.” By Giles B. 
Stebbins. Square 18mo., 64 pages, 
paper, 20 cents; cloth, 30 cents. 

Mr. Stebbins is one of the best authorities 
in the land upon economic issues, clear and 
precise in his statements, and has an irrefut- 
able way of putting his propositions.— 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle, 


LIBERTY AND LIFE. 


By E. P. POWELL, Author of “Our 
Heredity from God.” 


Now ready. 17 lectures, 208 large pages, 
good type, bound uniformly with “ Our Here- 


dity from God.” 
Price - - 75 Cents. 


Also “Our Heredity from God” - $1.75. 


Any book advertised by us will be sent prepaid by mail 
or express on receipt of price. For $5.00 cash with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 

Address 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


LL WEIGHT 


EU 
(i PURE : 


Its superior excellence proven in millions of homes 
for more than a quarter of a cen . It is used by 
the United States Government. Endorsed by the 
heads of the Great Universities as the Strongest, 
Purest, and most Healthful. Dr. Price’s Cream 
Baking Powder does not contain Ammonia, Lime, or 
Alum. Sold only in Cans. 

PRICE BAKING POWDER CO., 


NEW YORK. OHIOCAGO. ST. LOUIS. 


UNITY SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. | 


fee Price per dozen does not include postage. Avy 
By Mrs. Kate 


I. Corner-Stones of Character. 
Gannett Wells. 

II, Home Life. By Mrs. Susan I. Lesley and 
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Head. 

III, School Life. By Mrs. F. B. Ames. Each of 
the above 10 cents; per dozen, $1.00. 

IV. A Chosen Nation; or, the Growth of the 
Hebrew Religion. By W. C, Gannett. 15 
cents; per dozen, $1.25;-chart, 5 cents. 

V. Channing and the Unitarian Movement in 
America, By W, C. Gannett. 15 cents; per 
dozen, , Me 3 

VI, Theodore Parker and the Liberal Movement in 

America, By R. A. Griffin. 15 cents; per 


dozen, $1.25. 

VII. Sunday Talks about Sunday. By J, LI. Jones. 
10 cents; per dozen, $1.00. 

VIII. Stories from Genesis, By Mrs. Eliza R. 


Sunderland. 15 cents; per dozen, $1.25. 
IX, The Story of the English New Testament. 
By N. P, Gilman. 15 cents; per dozen, 


1.25. 
X. Talks about the Bible. (Old Testament.) By 
Newton M, Mann. _ 15 cents; per dozen, 

1.26. 
XI. The More Wonderful Genesis; or Creation 
Unceasing. By H, M, Simmons, 15 cents; 


per dozen, $1.25. | 

Heroes and Heroism. By Mrs, Eliza R. 
Sunderland. 15 cents; per dozen, $1.25. 

Studies of Jesus. By Newton M, Mann 20 
cents; per dozen, $1.75. 

The per ara of Jesus, Part I. In Jesus’ 

Land. PUTER | 3 

. The Childhood of Jesus, Part II, In Jesus’ 
Home, 

The Childhood of Jesus, Part III. In Naza- 
reth Town. 

The Childhood of Jesus. Part IV. In Je- 
rusalem; and after. 

These four Series by W. C. Gannett, Each 

10 cents; per dozen, 1,00, 
XIX. The Seven Great Teachers of the World 
By Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 5 cents. 


SERVICE AND SONG BOOKS. 


Unity Services and Songs for Sunday- 
| Schools, 30 cents; per dozen, $2.50; per hun- 


dred, $15.00, 

Unity Festivals A Book of Special Services— 
hing Flower, Harvest, Christmas, National, 
Christening and Covenant, with over seventy 
carols and hymns. 30 cents; per dozen, $2.50; 
per hundred, $15.00. 

Special Services for Christmas, Easter, Flower 
and Harvest Festivals. Sample Copies, 3 cents; 
Per hundred, $2.50. 


UNITY INFANT CLASS OARDS. 


“Sayings of Jesus,’? 10 cards, iiluminated, 15 
cents. 

‘‘ Kindness to Animals,” 
15 cents, 

‘* Corner-Stones of Character,’ 
with photo, 20 cents, 

“ Home Life,” 12 tinted cards, with photo, 25 


cents, 
** School Life.’’ Out of Print, 


10 cards, illuminated, 


OD > 


12 tinted cards, 


BD 


OTHER SUNDAY-SOCHOOL HELPS. 


Library Cards. §$:.00 
Quarterly Report Cards 12 cents per 


| ozen. 

Lives and Deeds. Part I. Early Hebrew 
Stories. By Rev. C. F, Dole, 125 pages, 
20 cents; per dozen, $2.00, 

Part II. Hebrew Prophets and Kings, By Rev. 
Henry G, Spaulding. 110 pages, 20 cents; 
per dozen, $2.00, 

Old Testament Chart, to show the gradual 
growth of the Hebrew Religion and its 


er hundred. 


Scriptures. A convenient fly-leaf in one’s 
Bible, 5 cents, ; 
The Art of Questioning. By J. G. Fitch. 
15 cents. 
The A of Securing Attention ByJ.©. 
Fitch, 15 cents, | 


The Sunday-School; its Tools, Methods 
and Worship By J. V. Blake. 15 cents. 

“Behold the Fowls of the Air.” A Drama 
for Sunday-School Concerts. Six Characters. 
He J. V. Blake. 15 cents; or, 7 copies for 

1.00, 

Wersaip. Three Sermons in Pamphlet. Worship 

ecessary to the Completeness of Religion; 

C, G. Howland. Worship in the Church, J. 
V. Blake, Worship in the Home, W. C. 
Gannett. 15 cents. 

The Little Ones in Sunday-School. By 
Anna L, Parker. 5 cents, 

The Teacher’s Conscience. By Charles ©. 
Eliot. 5 cents. 

The Masque ofthe Year. By Lily A, Long. 
A Drama for Sunday-Schools or Unity Clubs. 


10 cents; $5.00 per hundred, 
The Minstrei’s Coronas: ort Christmas 
e 5 cen e 


The publications of the Unitarian 9. 8. Society, 
Boston, are kept in stock, or ordered by request. Also 
Sunday School Association, London. 


those of 
nitarian Sunday School Society, 


Wes 
175 Dearborn St,, Chicago, Ill. 


UNITY. 


he Home, 


WINTER FLOWERS. 


Though Nature’s lonesome, leafless bowers 
With Winter’s awful snows are white, 

The tender smell of leaves and flowers 
Makes May-time in my room to-night. 


While some, in homeless poverty, 
Shrink moaning from the bitter blast, 
What am I, that my lines should be 
In good and pleasant places cast? 


When other souls despairing stand, 
And plead with famished lips to-day, 
Why is it that a loving hand 
Should scatter blossoms in my way ? 


O, flowers, with soft and dewy eyes, 
To God my gratitude reveal ; 

Send up your incense to the skies, 
And utter, for me, what I feel! 


O, innocent roses, in your buds 
Hiding for very modesty ; 
O, violets, smelling of the woods, 
Thank him with all your sweets for me. 


And tell him I would give, this hour, 
All that is mine of good beside, 
To have the pure heart of a flower, 
That has no stain of sin to hide. 
— Phoebe Cary. 
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THE BRAVE RUNNER. 


On a map of ancient Greece look for 
the cities Athens and Sparta. Trace 
the route one would take to reach 
Sparta, going from Athens by land. 
It will be found to be somewhat in the 
form of a half circle. The isthmus of 
Corinth is about midway of the arc. 
Northward from Athens is Mount 
Parnes. 

This route was once taken by a 
brave runner, Pheidippides, and the 
story is that he made the journey in 
two days and nights, scarcely stopping 
at all for rest. It was in a time of 
great peril for Greece. 

The year was 490 B.C. For some 
time the Athenians had known that the 
Persians were preparing to invade 
Greece. 

Now the word came that their troops 
had landed. Order was: given for 
every one to take up arms, and there 
was urgent need for a messenger being 
sent to Sparta for help in the crisis. 
Sparta, famous for courage and hostile 
to any foreign power obtaining foot- 
hold on the sacred soil of Greece, 
surely she needed only word of the 
threatening nearness of the enemy to 
pour out her troops for the coming 
struggle. But who should go? Phei- 
dippides, the swift-footed runner, of 
course! 

Day and night he ran as has been 
said. His only food was the berries 
that grew along the way. He was 
filled only with thoughts of the im- 
pending danger, and anxious but for the 
promise of Sparta to send the needed 
aid. But, alas for his hopes! The 
Spartans, strangely indifferent or se- 
_cretly intending to take part against 
the Persians as best suited themselves, 
replied that there was no haste. They 
were celebrating a certain religious 
festival, and it would not be fitting to 
interrupt it. Athens must-wait! 
Indignant, Pheidippides had no word 
of reply. He turned and started on 
his homeward way. More need than 
ever now to reach Athens quickly! 
He forgot fatigue; the way did not 
seem long; onward he hurried. Athens, 
who so trusted Sparta, must know that 
she had failed them in the crisis. Yet 
where could she look? Ah, Pheidip- 
pides well knew that the neighboring 
states were so benumbed by fear of the 
immense hosts of the Persians it would 
scarcely be possible to gain troops from 
them. He grew sadder and sadder as 
he neared home. He had thought to 
return with stirring news; he would 
bring but the chill of disappointment. 

He reached Mount Parnes. There 
something happened to him. Instead 
of going around the mountain he 
Shortened the way by passing through 
a natural gorge. We cannot believe 
that our brave Pheidippides, when he 
found himself in the cool recess of the 
mountain, lay down and fell asleep 
there. But what happened, as he 
afterward related it, would almost make 
it seem ag if it were so. We rather 


| like to think that his imagination was 


so fired by what had happened to him 
and by what he devoutly wished for 
his country that he seemed to see the 
wonderful figure he quite believed real, 
and which he declared to be real to his 
friends. 

In the grotto, serene and smiling, sat 
the great god Pan. Yes, there was no 
mistaking him, the long curling hair, 
the goat’s ears, legs and feet. Pan, 
surely! How friendly and benevolent 
he looked. Over his head drooped the 
ivy and—ah! there lay a sprig of his 
own sacred fennel at the rock’s foot 
beside him, as much as to say, “ Take 
me, and let me be a token to the 
Athenians that Pan will help them.” 

Pheidippides, at first awed by the 
sudden vision of the god, now felt his 
heart beat with joy. He sprang for- 
ward, took the fennel, and then, having 
smiled back into the benignant face of 
Pan, sped away faster than ever. 
Breathless and happy he _ presented 
the fennel to his countrymen. 

His story cheered Athens quite as 
much as troops from Sparta would 
have done. They resolved to attack 
the Persians alone. Loyally and with 
confidence they marched to Marathon, 
and there they conquered. They fully 
believed that it was through kindly 
Pan’s aid they were enabled to win 
that renowned battle. 

Pheidippides took part in it. We 
know that he must have fought, as he 
ran—with his whole heart in it. How 
he must have rejoiced when the last 
trace of the enemy had disappeared 
from his beloved Greece. His race to 
Athens had not been in vain. 

Brewning has told this story in his 
beautiful poem, “ Pheidippides.” 
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No better book to show the trend of Faith among 
nn who trust the Science of the nineteenth century. Lt 
might have been called ** The God of Evolution.” 


The Faith of Faiths 
and its Foundations. 


A new edition, paper covered, of “‘Show us the 
Father.’? Six Unitarian Conference.Ser- 
mons by 

Savage, Calthrop, Simmons, 
Chadwick, Gannett, Jones. 


CONTENTS. 


The Change of Front of the Universe. 
The Fullness of God. 

The Unity of God. 

The Revelation of God. 

The Faith of Ethics. 

Religion from the Near End. 


170 Pages. Price, Paper, 50 cents. 


From Over the Berder. 


A BOOK OF PROPHESIES AND FANCIES CONe 
co CERNING THE LIFE TO COME. 

Among the many printed imaginings regarding the 
life after death this is one of the most modest and con- 
sistent. The relator is supposed to have passed through 
death into another world, which he finds is heaven’s 
border land. There is no nightthere, no tears or suffer- 
ing nor any sin; neither does anything seem unreal or of 
miraculous origin; it has the natural features of our 
world, but no mundane faults, and the leading purpose 
of its inhabitants is to bring aspiring humanity into har- 
mony with the divine nature. Itis just such a land as be- 
lievers in the millennium expect to see one day in this 
naughty old world of ours; its people still work, they 
marry and are given in marriage, but no selfishness or 
indulgences are present to mar human life and its noble 
purposes, nor does any one become ill or old. The 
entire book is a refreshing dream—one which an 
reader would delight to fine true.—New York Herald, 


Cloth, 16mo., 235 pages, price $1.00, 


Pamphlets by DR. FRANCIS E, ABBOT, 


Truths for the Times. Fifty affirmations on 
Christianity and Free Religion. 10 cents. 
Compulsory Education, 5 cents. 
The God of Science. 10 cents. 
Is Romanism Real Christianity ? 
A Study of Religion. 10 cents. 
Christian Propagandism. 10 cents. 
The Battle of Syracuse. Two essays by 
Dr. Clarke and Dr. Abbot. 1ocents. 


These seven Pamphlets to one address 
50 cents. 


Just Published. An Outline Study of 


BROWNING’S PARACELSUS 


WITH A SKETCH OF THE 


PARACELSUS OF HISTORY 


By Mrs. Fanny Hoty. Octavo, 46 pages, daintily 
bound in white and ribbon tied. Price, 60 cents. 


10 cents. 


Any book advertised by us will be sent prepaid by mail 
or express on receipt of price. For $5.00 cash with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. | 
Address » 


CHARLES H. KERR & CoO., Publishers. 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


LATEST UNITY TRACTS. 


ISSUED SINCE THE PREPARATION OF CLASSIFIED LIST. 


U. M. No. 32. The Ideal Unitarian Church, by Celia P. Woolley, is a vision of the 
ideal church, in its beauty and power, in its breadth and inclusiveness, not the less rever- 
ent that it is rational or rational that it is reverent. The author finds a strong hint and 
promise of the ideal church, in the early history of the Unitarian movement in New 
England, The tract is a noble plea for the frank acceptance of the logical results of 
Unitarian principles. 

U. M. No 33. Unitarianism a Democratic System of Religion, by John W.Chad- 
wick, takes up the question so often asked, Is Unitarianism suited to the masses? It will 
meet with a hearty response in the experience of Post-office mission workers. 

U. M. No. 34. The Religion of Evolution, by E. P. Powell, responds to a need long 
felt in our tract work. It is written in the short topic style, stating clearly and in con 
densed shape the beliefs, hopes and affirmations warranted by Evolution. More than any 
other thing on our tract list it will help Post-office mission workers in meeting the ques- 
tions, perplexities, and doubts of their correspondents. 

U.M. No.35. The Faith of Ethics and the Thought of God, by W. C. Gannett. 
A statement that “Ethics thought out, is religious thought; ethics, felt out, is religious 
feeling; ethics, lived out, is religious life.” And then the question answered, “What of 
the thought of God under this conception of the Faith of Ethics ?” 

S. T. No. 24. How We Raise our Conference Money, by Emma E. Marean. One 
cent; 30 cents per hundred. 

S. T. No. 25. Old and New Views of Religion, by John C. Learned. One cent; 60 
cents per hundred. 

Unity Mission Tracts, 5 cents each; ten for 25 cents. 


UNITY HYMN AND SERVICE BOOKS. 


Unity Hymns and Chorals. For the Congregation and the Home. 
Hymn Tunes, 23 Chorals and Choral Responses. Edited by W. C. Gannett, J. V. Blake 
and F.L. Hosmer. Cloth, 35 cents; per dozen, $3.00; per hundred $25.00. 

Responsive Readings for minister and congregation. Compiled by T. B, Forbush. Cloth, 
35 cents; per dozen, $3.00; per hundred, $25.00. 

Unity Hymns, Chorals and Responsive Readings, bound together; cloth, 50 cents; 
per dozen, $5.00; per hundred, $40 00. 

Unity Hymns and Services. A combination book containing all the matter in the books 
above named, with the addition of 14 pages of Hymns to Revival Tunes (“ Love to God 
and Love to Man,”) and 100 pages of Sunday-school responses and music (“ Unity Serv- 
ices and Songs.”) Cloth, 60 cents; per dozen, $6.00; per hundred, $50.00. 

Scriptures Old and New. Arranged by subjects for Pulpit Readings, etc. 
F. L. Hosmer and H M. Simmons. 
50 cents. 


*,.*Prices for single copies include prepayment of postage by us, but prices 
by the dozen or hundred are for the books in Chicago, purchaser to pay 
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Selected by 
Interleaved for additions. In paper, 35 cents; boards 


YOUR CHOICE. 


mmm (00,000 Stocking SUPPORTERS 


AMARVELOUS OFFER ei, 


By A Reliable House! 


Every lady has heard of MME. DEMOREST. Her 
name is a by-word in every house in the land, Her 
celebrated Patterns have been in use over 40 years. 
We are the publishers of the well-known publication, 


Mme. Demorest’s Ilustrated Monthly Fashion Journal 


and we wish to increase its circulation 200,000 copies 
during the next 90 days, to that end we will give 
away to new subscribers 

5 rR mR 


Demorest Celeb’d Corsets 
= Shoulder Braces 
5 
T 


freight. | 
UNITY PUBLISHING COMMITTEE, 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 
LADIES 100,000 c&monest corsers 
100,000 SHOULDER BRACES 
en ernseieseamil 
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** Stocking Supporters 


he MME. DEMOREST ILLUSTRATED MONTHLY 
FASHION JOURNAL is a 34 page paper, beautifully 
illustrated, covering every possible field of Fashions 
Faney Work, Home Decorations, Cooking, etc., 
each department being under the special supervision 
of the best known contributors, Itis besides re- 
; plete with matters of interest to mothers, and is 
urthermore filled with illustrations, stories, 
sketches, humor and matters of general interest. 


Snover Braces 
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Sizes 18 to 30. 
Give our Corset 
easure. 
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FINE AMERICAN JEAN! 


Every line of 


$5, 
ing is pubiished in its columns but the best and purest 
admi ouse- 


——"” ol 
<éPtzs>. .3! 


How tc Wear it.” 


HOW TO OBTAIN 
The Mme. Demorest Corset FREE 


our JOURNAL and % conte additional to pay postage 
‘AL an cen onal to pay 

and , 756 CENTS in all, and we eas mail 

you one of handso 


me OORSETS FREE. 
How To Obtain 


7 Two Articles iA PAIR OF sioorin’2pportr FREE 


\ZP |\97 sena us 50 Cents for one year’s subscription to our JOURNAL, and 2 Cents additional to pay 
, d .%5 © in all, and we will mail these two articles, One Pair of 
7 AG RuvELDER BRACES and One Pair of STOCKING SUPPORTERS EX 1133 t 


REMEMBER THERE IS NO HUMBUG ABOUT THESE OFFERS. 


Ww exactly guarantee, Our house has been established for over 40 years, and 
we in ay ca te anit Commercial Agenar, Bank, Express Office or Business Firm _in the 
ot Dt gags 


Shoulder Braces. 
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Wime,. Demorest’s Health 
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land. Make all remittances either b ote, Money Order, or Registered Letter. 
When postal note is not procurable, cena nadones all Sommunications to 


THE DEMOREST FASHION & SEWING MACHINE CO., 
(7 EAST (4th STREET, NEW YORK. 

STOUKING | This offer should be taken advantage of at once as we will give away no more than 100,000 

4 SUPPORTERSE ofeach article. SHOW THIS TO YOUR FRIENDS. IT WILL NOT APPEAR AGAIN. 


We know the Demorest Fashion and Sewing Machine Co. to be a thoroughly reliable firm 


and advise our readcrs to accept their offer. 


POWDER POINT SCHOOL.—Prepares for 
scientific school, college, or business. Laboratories. 
The boys are members of the family. Frederick B 
Knapp, 8. B. (M.1. T.) Duxbury, Mass. 


FARMS FORSALE. _ 


We want to advertise yours. Large Bulletin Lis 
free, INTERSTATE REAL ESTATE EXCHANGE 
Marshall, Mich. 
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ne OHTOAGO, CALENDAR | e Fall of the stians: | 
ae: | CHURCH OF THE MeEss1AH.—Corner Michi- ( ° 
ae i gan avenue and Twenty-third street. David " " . = ( 
ne | Utter, minister, Services at 104s 4. }} An Historical Romance of Japan in the 17th Century. 
meat Unity Cuurcu.—Corner Dearborn avenue 
: and Walton place. Thomas G. Milsted, min- ° e 
ey: ister. Sunday services at 10:45 A. M. d By Pr f W C Kitchin Ph DD 
a a ) ‘ e 
f. THtiRpD UNITARIAN CHURCH. — Corner i 0 : 3 . . 
a Monroe and Laflin streets. James Vila Blake, ‘The Fall of the Christians” is a history of the desperate struggle of Christianity against Paganism 
i. spec ror een ee Pee: a on 4| in Japan over two hundred and fifty years ago, as related in ancient u.anuscripts discovered by the 
ee ee ee | author. There were then several thousands of Christians in Japan, and the attempt to exterminate them 
ALL Souts CuurcuH.—Corner Oakwood y| led to one of the most sanguinary struggles recorded in history. The heroism of the Christians, both men 
boulevard and Langley saber J enkin Lloyd and women, and their fortitude under the most appalling dangers, as portrayed by Professor Kitchin, will 
Jones, minister. Sunday services at 11 A M. 4| enlist the sympathies of the civilized world. 
Sunday school at 9:30 A.M. Teachers’ meet- i | 
ing every Friday evening at 7:45. ) 


Unity Cuurcu, Hinsdale.—Herbert Taft 
Root, minister. Sunday services at 10:45 
A. M. 


HoLtaANp LIBERAL RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, 
Curran Hall, 350 Blue Island ave., near 14th 
street. J. Vila Blake will preach Sunday 
evening, Jan. 5, at 7:30. Sunday-school at 
2:30 P. M. 


CIVEN 


FREE x 
ALL 


SUBSCRIBERS 


SOUVENIR POEMS]? CELEBRATED 


JOHN G. WHITTIER, ARTISTS. 


THE LEADING 
WRITERS. 
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CHARLES H. KERR & Co. have now on 
hand a full stock of the /Zumdoldt Library of 
Popular Sctence, a series of octavo pamphlets, 


giving unabridged reprints of the most im- — AND — ) 
portant scientific works at 15 and 30 cents. JAMES RUSSELL 
The following are the latest issues: LOWELL. : 

No, 112. PSYCHOLOGY OF ATTENTION. By Th, Ribot, ieceaaaniet 
Translated from the French by J, Fitzgerald, M, A, ' 


15 cents. 

No, 113. Hypnotism, Its History and Develop- 
ment, By Fredrik Bjornstrom, M, D,, Head Physician 
of the Stockholm Hospital, Professor of Psychiatry, 
late Royal Swedish Medical Councillor. Authorised 
translation from the second Swedish edition by Baron 
Nils Posse, M. G. Director of the Boston School of 
Gymnastics. (Double number, 30 cents.) 

No. 114. CHRISTIANITY AND AGNostTIcISM. A Con- 
troversy. Consisting of papers contributed to the 
‘Nineteenth Century’? by Henry Wace, D. D., Prof. 
Thomas H, Huxley, the Bishop of Peterborough, W. H. 
Mallock, Mrs, Humphrey Ward. (Double number, 
30 cents,) 

Nos. 115 and 116. DARWINISM. An Exposition of 
the Theory of Natural Selection, with some of its 
applications. By Alfred Russel Wallace, LL. D., F. 
L.S., ete, Illustrated. (Twodouble numbers, 3ocents 
each.) 

No. 117, MODERN SCIENCE AND MODERN THOUGHT, 
By S, Laing. Lllustrated, (Double_ number, 30 cents.) 


Herbert Ward, Stanley’s Companion. 


Herbert Ward, the companion of Stanley in his explorations in Africa, is one of the few men connected with Stanley’s 
African explorations who has ever returned alive from the “ Dark Continent.” Mr. Ward’s articles running through eight 
numbers of the “‘ Ledger” are of the most intensely interesting description, and cover five years of his adventures in Africa, 
and they will be illustrated by sketches made by Mr. Ward, and by the reproduction of photographs taken by him in Africa. 
These pictures will throw much light upon the manners and customs of the hitherto unknown cannibal tribes of Africa. 


Life in British America, By Rev. E. R. Young. 


Being the adventures and experiences of Rev. E. R. Young, the celebrated missionary, and his wifo during their residenco in 
the Polar region twelve hundred miles north of St. Paul, in which Dr. Young narrates how he tamed and taught the native wild 
Indians of the Northwest; how he equipped himself for and how he made his perilous sledging and hazardous canoe trips 
when visiting all the Indian settlements within five hundred miles of his home. 


Nihilism in Russia, By Leo Hartmann, Nihilist. 


Leo Hartmann, a fugitive from Russian authorities, has been connected with the most daring feats of the Russian Nihilists. 
Mr. Hartmann shows how the intelligent people of Russia are becoming Nihilists in consequence of the despotism of the form 
of government. A participant in plots to kill the Czar, such as the blowing up of the Winter Palace, he is able to give true 
information as to how this and other great schemes were accomplished. The situation in Russia is sufficient to increase the 
love of every true American for our form of government. 


Into Mischief and Out, By Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. 


This is a story of college life. It describes, in a graphic manner, the troubles which overtake bright students who 
get into mischief, and their skillful manouvres to evade the consequences of their conduct. 


Other Contributors for 1890 are: 
Mrs. Frances Hodgson Burnett. Robert Louis Stevenson. Rev. Dr. H. M. Field. 


LIBERTY AND LiIFks, the new book by E. 
P. Powell, author of “Our Heredity from 
God,” is now ready. Price for cloth edition, 
“5 cents. ‘The paper edition of “ Liberty and | 
Life” will not be sold at any price but will 
be given toany UNITy subscriber sending usa 
new name for a year with $1.00 before Feb. 1. 

Coughs and Colds,—Those who are 
suffering from Coughs, Colds, Hoarseness, 
Sore Throat, etc., should try BRown’s BROoN- 
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CHIAL TROCHES, a simple and effective Mrs. Margaret Deland. | Anna Sheilds. M. W. Hazeltine. 
remedy. They contain nothing injurious, Mrs. Florence Howe Hall. Josephine Pollard. Thomas Dunn English. 
and may be used at all times with perfect Mrs. Madeleine Vinton Dahlgren. Amy Kandolph. George F. Persons. 
safety. Mrs. Harriet Prescott Spofford. Frank H. Converse. Col. Thomas W. Knox. 
censisilcs Mrs. Emma Alice Browne. - CC. F. Holder. Rev. Dr. John R. Paxton. 

ee ee ee Mary Kyle Dallas. Dr. Felix L. Oswald. Rev. Dr. James McCosh. 

, Marion Harland. Rev. Emory J. Haynes. Prof. S. M. Stevens. 
Clara by oe ag Julian Hawthorne. Prof. J. H. Comstock. 
Have You Seen If 2 Judge Albion W. Tourgee. Prof. W. C. Kitchin. James Parton. 
i 


Marquise Lanza. Robert Grant. Harold Frederic. 


The Best Farmer’s Paper in America. 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY. 


THE = FARMER'S = VOICE 


BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED. 
$1.00 per Year or 50 cents for Six Months. 
SEND FOR SAMPLE COPY. 


FARMERS VOICE CO. circa, tax: 
ad 


The Character of the New York Ledger. 


5 

| 

( 

| 
The New York Ledger directs its efforts towards crowding out that trashy and injurious literature which 
is poisoning the minds of American youth. The Ledger appeals to the intelligence of the people, and depends |} 
for its support on that taste which prevails for innocent and amusing entertainment and healthful instruction. ) 
The Ledger will contain the best Serial and Short Stories, Historical and Biographical Sketches, Travels, ( 
Wit and Humor, and everything interesting to the Household. ( 
\ 

) 

) 

) 

\ 

\ 

A 


Subscription money can be sent at our risk by Post Office Money Order, Bank Check or Dratt, or an Express Money Order. 
Send $2 for a Year’s Subscription or 5 Cents for Sample Copy and Dlustrated Calendar Announcement. 


ROBERT BONNER’S SONS, 298 William St., New York. 
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HELPS 0 | eas SACZER S SEEDS R i Aas. ee ee 
PUDLIUMED UNDER THE AUEPICES OF Tilt \ Vina -- eflector Chandeliers | FWPPS°S COCOA 
. . ‘ 3 | / N \ ‘Soils \ STYL : 
National Bureau of Unity Clubs.| 1% \ Fe gS Aig f 000 STYLES ov REFLECTORS, BREAKFAST. 
Hasiepimimeen i © Gas Machines, Lanterns ** By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which 
1. LL Clubs. By EMMA ENDICOTT | Ne Vegetables, i 7 y = Ete. govern the operations of Sie tation and nutrition, and 
ee cactanc ceed aie oe 10 r \ Sment Sighting tag eg »y acareful application of the fine properties of well- 
%. Robert BMrowning’s Poetry. By | pa BOSTON. Beni see selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast 
Members of the Chicago Browning Society. ( 1 a\ Weste : LPHIA. tables with a delicately flavored beverage which may 
Cloth, 12m0.... ......--.-------.----------- 50 mn Wheeler Reflector Co., save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judic- 
3. Outline Studies in @eorge Eliot. By . This tools One Ame - 195-197 Michigan St., Chicago, Ill, ious use of such articles of diet that a constitution may 
a i a i 10 | ulturist in Gold : . : ; ; ; > 
- : ze, yieldit ie cm aon § ~ be gradually built up until strong enough to resist every 
i. The Fagen of Hamlet. By Grorce - | | J , SA FER LACROSSE Wis. W A R Vi F E E me ency to or gai Hundreds of subtle maladies are 
: NSEN ...- oese0e --------0---- seee---- ! oating around us ready to attack wherever there is a 
5. Progress from Poverty. Review and OHN AL »LAUROSSEWIS. : weak point. We may ee many a fatal shaft by 
Criticism of Henry George. By Gives B. — -- - : ENJOYED ALL WINTER keeping ourselves well fortified with pure blood and a 
STERNING 0.5. cdc cess mncsnccccctecsconess 25 | ‘*FORCIBLE, EASILY UNDERSTOOD, BETTER THAN AL- invalids the aged and progersy nourished frame.’’—Civil Service Gazette. 
6. gs on erg in Holmes, Bryant and MOST ANYTHING ELSE WRITTEN.” il who wear Our WoR- < a sept with boiling water or milk. Sold only in 
cet snideshehi ath Albena tes tetientedtiads ashie Sate talizing FOOT alf-pound tins, by Grocers, labelled thus: 
Th ° d A , : ; : 
7 ee ae of the Sear saan cia NATIONALISM OR PLUTOORAOCY? - Feet a eee JAMES CPPS & CO., Homeopathic Chemists, 
$. Outline Studies in James Russell | By EDWARD BELLAMY, | Be eee pets for B by ma whee London, England, 
Lowell. By Mrs. 5S. B. Brats.......... 10 The famous address, now prepared for popular cir- CHICAGO MAGNETIC SHIELD CO., — 
9. Ten Great Novels: Suggestions for culation.”’ Sent post paid for two cents. 6 Central Music Hall Chicago Hil. | 
foste and Private Reading. By JENKIN Address JAMES H. ae Publisher, . N 30D YS TRIAL 
RE Ts dit cei teitindidia dvi Gimdebink 10 I ummer Street, Boston. ee 
10. The Study of Polities in Unity Clubs - te THE YANKEE BLADE tas resers EGGLESTON*, Tee 
and Classes. By GreorGs I.. Fox......... 10 A Monthly for t free, on trial to new subscribers only, ELAST C T USS 
11. Outline Studies in the History of Ire- Home and School, | J) wetke for l0cents. Sample copy as @ fferent from all 
land. By Pror. WILLiaM F. ALLEN.. 10 Sample copy free. | jyeading friends, | penn he Gap spape, with Self- 
I2, Outline Studies in Dickens’ Tale of Two Kindergarten Stories and typical lessons, Endorsed subscription price p oSeitaca a pew wee 
Cities. By Emma Enpicott MAREAN.. 10 0 National Teachers’Association. $2.00 a year, 7 fi is 0 in thecup sreanes back the 
13. aby to By jax a... Bal pape re LICE B. STOCK HAM &Co. Chicago, lll . anteu fr $. 5; : rtertines just as @ person doce 
i aa aN ware . pressure the Hernia is 
14. History of Art. Studies of the Lives of TET Ey IAI S yi cali bard, years for 83.36 ye aocurery y.and night, and & radical curs cortein. Tt 
and Albert Der. By Ectax'D. Hate. 10 Gad rag cheres Mya! sar nmes akon Mention tis paper “addres | | "EGGLESTON TRUSS OO., Chicago, Hl 
15. Religious History and Thought. cine, but 9 steam-cooked ee, : 
By fon Pees San Feng es mited tc -*s Our High Grade List and 
16, Sta ies eof Holland. By Epwin D. ubel), Palm T0 KOLOG A book for every woman F rot aon Tension ot vy he Nw Gag 
istibiailiccmindidmsaiin canis siNbinsipisdeeoe 10 ALICE 8B. STOOKHAM, M. D. 
17. Outline Studies in the Histery of the LOOK HERE : Th Eataple page FREE. LORD & THOMAS, 
\ povenwrens, By Freperick J, se : ©. most. po Cloth a . NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING 
Iie eniion tielenihaninh -andees THOROUGH BRED POULTRY. All the popular | {2 000 § LD 3; | 
18, onic ao voor Ghrty By the varieties. Catalogue free. ; Mor., if) : 45 RANDOLPH STREET, 
evelan beet . Stockham , 
cago 10 E, J, KIRBY, Marshall, Mich, | Alice B, & Co., Chicago, Ill. CHICAGO. 
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